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[bookmark: O1]SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2023	26TH SUNDAY
(Lec. 136)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Ezekiel 18:25-28
2)	Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5
3)	Matthew 21:28-32
Gospel related: CCC 535, 546

FOCUS:	We are defined more by our actions than by our words.

We all know the old saying, “Actions speak louder than words.” Jesus teaches this very lesson in our Gospel today. The religious leaders of that ancient community spoke many pious words and gave the impression of great holiness. The Pharisees and Scripture scholars were considered the greatest servants of God in their communities. Once Jesus began to challenge them, they were revealed as righteous in speech but not in their treatment of others. 

Jesus demonstrates this contrast in his parable of the two sons. The son who speaks words of obedience is like the religious leaders. He says words of devotion but fails to change his behavior. The other son, who refused to obey, later decides to honor his father even though he did not initially want to. This son represents the sinners and disciples who were not following the Lord in their words or actions, but later repented to honor God. It is not merely our words or intentions that Jesus desires, but disciples who are willing to change their lives to love and serve God and their neighbors.

By our baptism we have signaled our willingness to change our lives – to convert, to turn around, turn away from sin.It’s not a one-time deal, but a daily affirmation of our belief and our baptismal call to holiness. As Catholics, we believe we are saved by faith, but only by faith that is demonstrated by works. We do not earn our salvation by our good works – it has already been won for us – but we do teach that faith consisting only of words is not saving faith at all. How could it be? If we are not participating in the life of faith in the kingdom of God here on earth, how can we possibly do so in the fullness of the kingdom to come?

Jesus called us not only to faith, but also to the repentance that comes from faith. Our actions are the way we show what we actually believe. If I believe a bridge is unsafe, then I will not cross it. If I believe Jesus is risen from the dead, then my actions will bear witness to that faith. The second son in today’s parable says words of disobedience, but repents and then acts in love and obedience to his father.

Every time we attend Mass, we speak words of faith in the Holy Trinity and the Resurrection. The Lord calls us to do more than just speak words of surrender to God. We say, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” and “Amen” when we receive his body and blood in the Eucharist. The challenge is to live as people who actually believe the words we speak and pray.May God always help us do so.

* * *
[bookmark: O2]Monday, October 2, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 455)	26TH WEEK
1)	Zechariah 8:1-8	IN ORDINARY TIME
(Lec. 650)	(OBL MEM
2)	Matthew 18:1-5, 10	The Holy Guardian Angels)
Gospel related: CCC 329, 336, 526, 2785

FOCUS:	We are invited to cultivate a sense of wonder and joy.

We all want to be part of the kingdom of heaven; that is probably one of the reasons we are gathered here to celebrate the Eucharist– for a foretaste of that kingdom. And that taste of heaven is a gift, the greatest gift, but one that often leaves us with a challenge – a question, “How do we then go out there and live in a manner that reflects what we have experienced here?”

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us a definitive answer: We must become like a child. Not child-ish, but child-like.That is the basic marker of the one who belongs to the kingdom of heaven. And what are children like that we should imitate them? One characteristic worth noting is that children are full of wonder. To a young child, everything is new and exciting. They don’t seem to tire of marveling at daily discoveries we consider commonplace. Sadly, many of us grow up to become quite jaded and disenchanted with the world. Jesus is asking us to be different: to cultivate a sense of wonder. Why?

Marveling at the world, at the amazing things we can do, lifts our hearts to God, the source of all we marvel and wonder at. It increases our love of God for his abundant generosity and goodness, andmakes us want to praise and serve him. Wonder leads us to realize that we live in God’s domain, that is, in the kingdom of heaven.  

As we consider how we can live in a manner that reflects our belonging to the kingdom of heaven, let us ask the Holy Spirit to help us guard against the temptation to gloss over the beauty that surrounds us daily and to cultivate a spirit of wonder and joy instead.

* * *




[bookmark: O3]Tuesday, October 3, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 456)	26TH WEEK
1)	Zechariah 8:20-23	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 9:51-56
Gospel related: CCC 557

FOCUS:	Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.

We have heard that God is with you. These closing words from our first reading offer an important contrast to what came before. Men of every nationality are turning toward Jerusalem, actively seeking God. And yet, the implication is that they don’t fully know. They’ve heard. But they want to go and see. 

In the Gospel, the Samaritans do not yet have this sight. They refuse to welcome Jesus. The village allows the divisions between them and the Jewish people to blind them to Christ’s presence in their midst. 

Even James and John do not quite understand, and Jesus rebukes them. There is an intensity to this scene that can make us uncomfortable, but there is also an intimacy. Jesus teaches them and keeps them from serious harm.

Where are we today? Do we find ourselves here, having heard something that invited us tofind out more? Or do we perhaps feel as though weare blind to Christ’s presence? Are we, like James and John, trying our best to walk with Jesus? 

Regardless, God has invited us here as surely as the inhabitants of all those cities were called by God to witness his presence. Jesus is seeking us out here as purposely as he entered that Samaritan village. And Christ has called each one of us to follow him just as he called James and John.

No matter where we are today, God has sought us out here. God is present, God is with us. 

In this Mass, Christ invites us to taste and see his loving presence. May we be given the grace to recognize him and welcome him.

* * *




[bookmark: O4]Wednesday, October 4, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 457)	26TH WEEK
1)	Nehemiah 2:1-8	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 9:57-62	(OBL MEM
			Saint Francis of Assisi)
Gospel related: CCC 544

FOCUS:	Jesus says simply, Follow me.

Francesco Bernardone – the man we know as Saint Francis of Assisi – was a restless young man, unsure of his calling. Tradition holds that with his long-held dream of becoming a heroic knight unfulfilled, Francesco found himself kneeling underneath a giant wooden cross in the dilapidated Church of San Damiano. Filled with both courage and doubt, longing and hesitation, Francesco asked, “Lord, what do you want me to do with my life?” To Francesco’s surprise, a reply came, as clear and life-giving as a mountaintop spring: “Francis, go and rebuild my church which, as you see, is falling down.” 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers us an answer to the same question – even if we didn’t know we asked it! He gives a spartan, straightforward command, Follow me. These two words are meant to pierce any defenses we might put up, or any excuses we might use as cover. Unable to deflect the words, how do we employ them?

We know the path forward seldom is as straightforward as the command. Saint Francis began rebuilding decrepit churches in his area before he realized that the Lord was asking something much deeper of him, namely, to restore the mystical Church, the body of Christ on earth. Like Nehemiah in today’s first reading, who made the perilous journey from Babylon to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, Francis would have to risk everything to fulfill the Lord’s request. Indeed, as Jesus explains in the Gospel, No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the Kingdom of God.

As we prepare to receive the Eucharist, we are reminded of our God who gave everything for us, so great is his love. May this reminder impel us to follow Francis’ example of reckless, unhindered pursuit of Jesus.

* * *




[bookmark: O5]Thursday, October 5, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 458)	26TH WEEK
1)	Nehemiah 8:1-4a,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		5-6, 7b-12	(Opt. Mem.
2)	Luke 10:1-12	Saint Faustina Kowalska,
			Virgin;
			USA: Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos,
			Priest)
Gospel related: CCC 765, 2122, 2611 CSDC 259, 492

FOCUS:	The word of God is a living word that calls us to action.

Today’s readings are both about communities of people welcoming – or not welcoming – the word of God into their lives. In the first reading, Ezra the scribe reads the book of the law of Moses to the Israelites who have returned from their exile in Babylon. Initially, when the people heard the law read, they did not receive it as good news. They were overcome with guilt and fear at their failure to keep the law. They had to be encouraged to hear God’s word with joy. 

In the Gospel, Jesus sends out his disciples as living witnesses of God’s word. They give testimony to God’s word as bearers of peace by healing, and by announcing the kingdom of God was at hand. As in the first reading, not everyone welcomes this good news with joy. Wisely, Jesus tells his disciples not to dwell on those who reject God’s word. He tells them to shake the dust off their feet and go to the next village.

How do we hear God’s word? In what manner or frame of mind do we receive what we hear? The truth is that God has many ways to speak to us, but we are of fickle nature and moods. The gift of faith helps us shake off of our own feet the proverbial dust of prideful stubbornness, the clay of laziness, or other remnants of sin or fear, and then respond. God’s word in sacred Scripture, proclaimed at every Mass and freely available to us at any time or place, is a living Word that calls us to action. It encourages us with joy and offers sustaining hope. 

Given that God’s word is Good News, why would anyone reject it? Perhaps because it is so powerful; God’s word can comfort the afflicted, but it can also afflict the comfortable. Each time we hear the Word, let’s notice what we hear and how we respond. And even if it doesn’t seem like Good News, let us hold it in our hearts until it does.

* * *



[bookmark: O6]Friday, October 6, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 459)	26TH WEEK
1)	Baruch 1:15-22	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 10:13-16	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Bruno, Priest;
			USA: Blessed Marie Rose Durocher,
			Virgin)
Gospel related: CCC 87, 858

FOCUS:	The Lord calls us to repent and is present to help us.

All human endeavors that have success as their desired outcome share some common traits. Among them are: an honest awareness of oneself and one’s shortcomings, as well as one’s strengths; and the humility and fortitude to stop, turn back, retrace one’s steps, and work on anything that needs fixing, improving, or even completely revamping.  

Athletes do this. So do musicians, students, actors, tradespeople– the list could go on. And in the midst of all of these groups are Christians whose very participation in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ depends on these habits, and more. The secular world might call it process improvement, pivoting, or remediating. We Christians call it repenting. 

Repent: turn back, start anew. To repent is to recognize and regret error to the point of changing our conduct and actions, and developing new mental and spiritual habits. This is so essential to our relationship with God that it is the first thing Jesus himself commands of us when he begins his public ministry. The kingdom of God is at hand, he says. Repent, and believe in the gospel (Mk 1:15; Cf., also Mt 4:17). 

Repenting was not a new notion to God’s people. But it was one they struggled with through every generation. And while the exiles in Babylon, from today’s first reading, demonstrate maturity and self-understanding in confessing and repenting of their sins, the towns in which Jesus is performing mighty deeds are failing in that capacity. 

Here's the good news, though: Jesus doesn’t write them off. He scolds and warns them, sure; not for his sake, however, but for theirs. Nor does God write his people off. He calls us to repent, and has provided the very means to help us do so: in his Son; and in his Spirit. We need not fear turning back in order to move forward. Whether it’s repainting or repenting, God is ever present to help us see what we need to correct. May he grant us the maturity and humility to do so. 

* * *


[bookmark: O7]Saturday, October 7, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 460)	26TH WEEK
1)	Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 10:17-24	(OBL MEM
			Our Lady of the Rosary)
Gospel related: CCC 787, 1083, 2603

FOCUS:	Those who respond to Jesus’ call will find great joy in doing the Father’s will.   

In today’s Gospel, Jesus welcomes the 72 disciples on their return from their mission. He listens as they, with great rejoicing, recount the mighty words and deeds they shared. After they are done, Jesus immediately turns to the Father in prayer.  

There are three lessons we can learn from Jesus’ prayer in the passage today. 

First, Jesus gives credit to the Father as the source of all that he has. By extension, that applies to the disciples and to us. Our ability to respond to the needs around us comes from the Father who gives us the eyes to see and the gifts to act in Jesus’ name. 

Second, Jesus acknowledges that these deeds were possible only through the Father’s will. We, too, are sent into the world. How can we know to what we are sent? As Jesus sought the Father’s will in prayer, so, too, we need to spend time in prayer seeking the Father’s will. 

Third, Jesus declares the unity between himself– God the Son– and God the Father. When we find we do not know what to do or our actions do not turn out as we hoped they would, we can turn to Jesus and ask for his help. He promises that, with his help, we can have eyes and ears able to know the Father’s will. 

As we prepare to approach Jesus in the Eucharist, let us offer ourselves to him, and seek his help to know, and do, the Father’s will in our lives.

* * *




[bookmark: O8]SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2023	27TH SUNDAY
(Lec. 139)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Isaiah 5:1-7
2)	Philippians 4:6-9
3)	Matthew 21:33-43
Gospel related: CCC 443, 755, 756

FOCUS:	If we remain in Christ, we will bear fruit for the kingdom of God.

While the mystery of the Church cannot be contained in a single image, our readings today invite us to reflect on the metaphor of the Church as a vineyard. 

In both the first reading and the Gospel, we see God portrayed as a heavenly cultivator. In Isaiah’s vineyard song, God is the friend who works in the vineyard. After spading and clearing the ground, planting the choicest vines, and building a watchtower and a wine press, the vineyard produces wild grapes. Isaiah invites the people of Judah to judge what should happen to the vineyard, but in the endhe discloses God’s plan to let it be trampled and ruined. God looked for the people of Israel to produce good works and justice, and instead he found bloodshed and outcry. 

The parable Jesus tells in theGospel follows a similar pattern. Addressed to the leaders of the people, we can assume they would have recognized the imagery of the vineyard with its hedge, winepress, and tower. In his story, Jesus portrays God as the landowner, who has entrusted the care of his vineyard to tenants. When the time for harvest comes, he sends his servants to collect the produce, but the tenants beat and kill multiple servants and even the landowner’s son. LikeIsaiah, Jesus invites his listeners to judge what should happen to the tenants. Unlike in Isaiah’s prophecy, however, the leaders of Israel answer and thus condemn themselves. 

We have now inherited the vineyard and been entrusted with its care. If the Church is a vineyard, Christ is the true vine, and we are the branches. We are called to bear fruit for the kingdom of God, but we can do nothing on our own. To bear fruit for the kingdom, we must first be at peace. In today’s second reading, Paul instructs the Philippians to have no anxiety, but to turn to God with all their needs. To know Christ and rely on him for our every need is to know peace. Christ is the source of life, and anyone who remains in him will bear much fruit.

* * *




[bookmark: O9]Monday, October 9, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 461)	27TH WEEK
1)	Jonah 1:1–2:2, 11	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 10:25-37	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Denis, Bishop,
			and Companions, Martyrs;
			Saint John Leonardi, Priest)
Gospel related: CCC 1293, 1825, 2083, 2822 CSDC 112

FOCUS:	Our God is kind and merciful to all.

We have a merciful Lord. It’s a phrase we’ve heard many times before. But today we have a unique perspective on this truth, as it is the message in two very different and distinct readings: Jonah being swallowed by a great fish and the parable of the Good Samaritan.

God shows his mercy to Jonah, even though the first action Jonah takes is to run from the Lord when the Lord tells him to preach to the sinful people of Nineveh. He jumps on a ship headed to Tarshish, considered the farthest end of the known world and in the opposite direction of Nineveh. A series of events leaves Jonah in the belly of the fish, and after his prayers of repentance, the fish coughs him up on the shore. The Lord in his mercy gives Jonah a second chance to prophesy to the Ninevites –Assyrian Gentiles who were enemies of the Israelites.

Though the story of the Good Samaritan has many layers, its essence also lies in God’s mercy. The victim of the robbery and beating was likely a Jew, according to scholars, yet it was two members of his faith who passed him by, being more concerned with purity and religious law than compassion. It was a Samaritan – like the Ninevites his people were enemies of the Jews – who comes to his aid and provides comfort and shelter. Scholars link these healing actions to those of Jesus. The Lord is kind and merciful to all.

We can all act like Jonah at times, running away from what God is calling us to do; and we can most certainly act like the priest and the Levite in ignoring those in need.The question we must ask ourselves today is whether we can find it in ourselves to act like the Good Samaritan. Go and do likewise, Jesus commands. 

* * *




[bookmark: O10]Tuesday, October 10, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 462)	27TH WEEK
1)	Jonah 3:1-10	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 10:38-42
Gospel related: CSDC 260

FOCUS:	When we order our lives to Jesus, our work becomes a grace flowing from him.

Today’s Gospel reading is, perhaps, a familiar one to many. Often, we associate this Gospel with the famous line, Martha, Martha … especially when someone is overworking themselves or distracted from the source of all life, Jesus himself. Many times, we forget to be attentive as Mary, sitting at the feet of Jesus, gazing upon him, and loving him in that moment.

The troubles of our world and our lives can certainly cause us to be anxious. The Gospel gives us a perfect illustration of what undue focus on worldly worries and anxieties can do to our lives. It takes the focus off Jesus. While we must be diligent in performing our daily duties with care and integrity, we must also be diligent in prayer and spending time with our Lord. When we allow the stress of the world to fill our hearts, we run the risk of not being attentive to the kingdom of God and what the Lord wants to do in our lives.  

God is perfect order. Therefore, when our lives are perfected in order,God is first, followed by all other duties in our lives. In the Gospel, Jesus says to Martha:There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her. Jesus instills into Martha the truth of ordering our lives to him, spending time with him, and learning his voice. Perhaps today, we ask for the grace to order our lives to God. When we do, our work becomes a grace flowing from him.

* * *



[bookmark: O11]Wednesday, October 11, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 463)	27TH WEEK
1)	Jonah 4:1-11	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:1-4	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint John XXIII, Pope)
Gospel related: CCC 520, 1425, 2601, 2632, 2759, 2773, 2845

FOCUS:	Jesus reminds us to focus on God’s vision for the world – not our own vision.

Jonah is a most unusual prophet. After Nineveh repents, Jonah is actually unhappy, seemingly disappointed in his desire to see the city destroyed. He would rather die, in his anger, than allow God to care for the Ninevites. His behavior exposes the human tendency to hold onto bitterness and prejudice, but it also serves as a powerful reminder of God's relentless love and mercy toward all, teaching us to embrace compassion and let go of our own biases.  

The Lord’s endless love and mercy is at the center of Jesus’ message. In today’s Gospel, he helps his disciples to establish a different mindset than the one Jonah exhibited. Even in this shortened version of the Our Father, Jesus teaches us to focus on the kingdom and will of God, to surrender to that will, trusting that God will provide what we need each day – our “daily bread.” We hold God as supreme, proclaim the holiness of his name, admit our sinfulness, and let go of the hurts that come our way. We submit to God and recognize our own place as disciples of Jesus– children of God. We let God be in control.

We have prayed the Our Fatheran indeterminate number of times in our lives, and perhaps it has become more of a habit than a prayer we deeply contemplate. But the Lord never wavers in his outpouring of love and care for us. He is a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in clemency, loath to punish. Therefore, let us ask Jesus to always let this simple prayer mold our hearts so that we can see God as supreme and focus on his kingdom – not our own.

* * *



[bookmark: O12]Thursday, October 12, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 464)	27TH WEEK
1)	Malachi 3:13-20b	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:5-13
Gospel related: CCC 443, 728, 2613, 2623, 2671, 2761 CSDC 453

FOCUS:	Dare to ask God for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

God is always and everywhere ready to give us what we need – all we have to do is ask.

Of course, he knows what we need, even more than a parent knows their child’s needs. But just like a parent teaches a child how to ask politely for a cup or a teddy bear, God desires to teach his children how to ask. That is what Jesus is doing through today’s parables: teaching God’s children how to ask our Father for our needs. 

The first lesson is to be persistent, illustrated by the friend requesting bread at midnight. Sometimes, it may seem like God is saying “no,” but he mayactually be saying, “not yet.” By persisting in prayer, we grow in the virtues of perseverance, fortitude, and patience. 

The second lesson is that we should dare to ask. Our loving Father is so good to his children that we can be confident he will give us only what is the best for our eternal salvation. Jesus himself promises that if we ask, seek, and knock, we will receive, find, and experience an open door. 

The third lesson instructs us in that for which we should ask: the Holy Spirit. Our good God desires to give us eternal life. To be with him forever in heaven, we must prayerfully grow in relationship with him. Asking to receive the Holy Spirit, along with the fruits and gifts he brings to our hearts, is the only way to grow in holiness and deepen our relationship with God. 

Let us be bold this week and dare to ask for that which we truly need: “Lord, please send down your Holy Spirit upon us, and enkindle within us the fire of your love.”

* * *




[bookmark: O13]Friday, October 13, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 465)	27TH WEEK
1)	Joel 1:13-15, 2:1-2	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:15-26
Gospel related: CCC 385, 700

FOCUS:	Inspired by the Holy Spirit, may we drive out today’s demons and work for the fullness of the kingdom of God.

In both readings today, we have extreme situations. The prophet Joel warns of a looming disaster, urging the people to mourn, fast, and turn to the Lord with their whole hearts. It is a call for repentance and an urgent exhortation to seek God's mercy. And in the Gospel, Jesus emphasizes the importance of spiritual vigilance and the battle between good and evil. Just as a house divided cannot stand, we must actively guard our hearts against temptation and sin. 

Jesus is driving out demons, and doing so by the finger of God, not Beelzebul as the people asserted. He is beginning to build the kingdom of God here on earth, that perfect reality in which only God’s love flourishes, with no place for evil to exist. We are in the kingdom but not yet in its fullness, and so there is still work to be done.

We long for that day when the kingdom of God comes to complete fruition. As his followers, we are tasked with continuing to do Jesus’ work, and we do so by driving out today’s metaphorical demons – homelessness, poverty, war, greed – to name but a few. Inspired by Christ’s Holy Spirit, we are given strength to undertake this work. It may be difficult to bring God’s love into a world that may, at times, seem as though it does not want it, but it is our duty nonetheless to keep working for the fulfillment of the kingdom of God. May we always turn to the Holy Spirit for strength to continue the mission, and may we find spiritual nourishment in the Eucharist, which we will soon receive. 

* * *

[bookmark: O14]Saturday, October 14, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 466)	27TH WEEK
1)	Joel 4:12-21	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:27-28	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Callistus I,
			Pope and Martyr;
			Saturday in honor
			of BVM)

FOCUS:	Blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.

It is hard sometimes, is it not, to get away from all the negativity that surrounds us? We complain. We argue with each other. Clearly, we fail to love each other the way God intends. And so it is affirming, comforting, and humbling – to say the least – to be reminded, as we are today, that the Lord is constantly blessing us. Everything we have, and everything we are, is because the Lord has loved us and blessed us. We are no longer under the curse of death. 

One of the many ways in which we are blessed is shown in today’s Gospel. Here, a woman called out a blessing to Jesus’ mother. He responded, Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it. Mary, Jesus’ mother – our Blessed Mother – did not just hear the word of God, she lived it. She did not stand idle, wringing her hands, shrugging her shoulders, and responding, “Do whatever.” She heard and had responded: May it be done to me according to your word (Lk 1:38).

Jesus turned the blessing meant for Mary into one that runs through the ages, down to us today. Blessed are we who hear the word of God and observe it. It really is that straightforward. And isn’t that an almost jaw-dropping statement? When all else in this world seems to be against us and our daily life seems to be filled with insurmountable challenges, we have abundant blessings for the taking: “Hear. Observe. You are blessed.”


[bookmark: _Hlk135395510][bookmark: O15]SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023	28TH SUNDAY
(Lec. 142)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Isaiah 25:6-10a
2)	Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20
3)	Matthew 22:1-14
		or 22:1-10
Gospel related: CCC 546, 796

FOCUS:	We serve a God who first serves us. 

Everyone loves a feast, and that was as true in ancient times as it is now. It is not surprising, then, that biblical writers use feasting imagery to give us a sense of God’s overabundant generosity: a feast of rich food and choice wines; you spread the table before me; a wedding feast for a son. The prophet Isaiah sets God’s feast of rich food and pure, choice wines on Mount Zion, the location of Jerusalem and the temple, and the audience would know that offerings to God at the temple were conceived as a banquet with God. But Isaiah quickly moves on from the material imagery of food and drink to the even greater riches that God will provide: unity among all people, eternal life, joy, salvation, and most importantly, God’s very presence–The hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain. 

Paul uses the related imagery of riches: My God will fully supply what you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. Paul is copiously thanking the Philippians for their material generosity toward him and his ministry, and in the verse just prior to the one we heard, he calls their gifts a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God (4:18).This exchange reminds us that we have nothing to give of our own; rather, all we give has its origin in the abundance of God. As God shares extravagantly, we receive not only to enjoy it ourselves but for the greater enjoyment of sharing extravagantly with others, and so being as much like God as is possible in this lifetime. 

The feasting continues in Jesus’ parable, which uses the image of a king providing a wedding feast for a son – perhaps the most extravagant image that could have been chosen at that time and place – to place before us the shocking reality that we do not always accept God’s abundance. Sometimes we are too busy with our material lives – our cares, our worries – to accept the invitation to the banquet, or even to notice that we are constantly being invited. And so the banquet hall will be filled not necessarily with the most virtuous, or the most powerful leaders, or those of us who come to church every Sunday, but with those who are merely willing to hear and accept the invitation. This gives us reason to rejoice, for in other words, none of our imperfections or failings are a barrier to God sharing his abundance with us. 

In a homily in 2021, Pope Francis assured us, “The Eucharist is not the reward of saints, no, it is the bread of sinners.” May we now come together to this greatest of feasts at Christ’s table, accepting the invitation to share in God’s lavish abundance so we may go out and lavishly share it with all. 

* * *


[bookmark: O16]Monday, October 16, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 467)	28TH WEEK
1)	Romans 1:1-7	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:29-32	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Hedwig,
			Religious;
			Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque,
			Virgin)

FOCUS:	Prayers of gratitude and praise are important, along with those of petition. 

Through Jesus Christ we have been given the grace of apostleship, and the Lord has made known his salvation. Grace and salvation. Saving grace. Amazing grace! 

By that grace, we have all been taught to pray. We offer praise and thanksgiving, express contrition, and at times petition God for something specific that we need or wish for him to do for us. These prayers of petition are offered in faith and with hope that the Lord, who knows always what is best for us, will answer them in a manner that draws us closer to himself and fills us with his love. 

In today's Gospel Jesus is likely quite frustrated, if not downright angry. Those who have petitioned him have done so – literally – in bad faith. They do not desire grace, but greatness: they want a show they can point to, not a person to whom they can profess their love. Jesus refuses to put on a show for people who are not serious about knowing who he is or why he does what he does. They seem to be sincere, but he knows better. 

When we pray, do we have confidence God can do what we are asking? Are we putting God to the test? Do we ever try to bargain with God? Will we be more sure of his power if he delivers this favor? God's love is always with us, and he constantly helps us live our best life, but we do not always know what that best life is. God knows. 

He wants us to ask for things. He wants us to rely on him. But he also wants us to trust his judgment and to be grateful for everything, whether it is exactly what we wanted or not. Jesus' whole purpose for becoming human was to bring us eternal joy. He suffered on earth so we can be happy forever. What more do we need to know about how much he cares for us or what he can do for us? 

* * *




[bookmark: O17]Tuesday, October 17, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 468)	28TH WEEK
1)	Romans 1:16-25	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:37-41	(OBL MEM
			Saint Ignatius of Antioch,
			Bishop and Martyr)
Gospel related: CCC 579, 588, 2447

FOCUS:	May the light of Christ guide our feet unto the way of truth.

In today’s readings, both Saint Paul and Jesus warn against putting our faith in foolish spiritual beliefs. In his Letter to the Romans, Paul criticizes those who knew God, but who did not accord him glory as God or give him thanks. Instead, they became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless minds were darkened. 

Those are some harsh words! But they reflect a truth that was present then as it is now: The god we create in our minds becomes more important than the God of all creation who is mindful of us and our every need. Whatever opinion we hold or righteousness we insist on becomes the measure of truth.

We see this in the Gospel, where Jesus calls the Pharisees to task for their hypocrisy. They are critical of Jesus for not washing his hands before a meal, yet they are perfectly fine with their own pride and greed. Jesus makes it clear that washing one’s body is not going to take away the stain of those sins. Neither is giving alms to the poor. Any right-thinking person can see that it is foolish to believe otherwise. 

In these readings, Paul and Jesus are challenging people to use the gift of reason that is given to us by God. Right thinkingleads us to God if we act on it. On the other hand, ignorance and muddled thinkingcanlead us away from God, and can be used to justify greed, pride, or hurtful actions. 

This has caused much suffering in our world – when we think we are not worthy of God’s love, or when we think others are not worthy of God’s love. As we receive Jesus in the gift of the Eucharist today, let’s ask for his help in exposing any darkness within and around us. And may our steps be confident along the path upon which his lamp shines.

* * *




[bookmark: O18]Wednesday, October 18, 2023	SAINT LUKE,
(Lec. 661)	EVANGELIST
1)	2 Timothy 4:10-17b	- FEAST
2)	Luke 10:1-9
Gospel related: CCC 765, 2122, 2611 CSDC 259, 492

FOCUS:	The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.

The first words Jesus speaks to his disciples in today’s Gospel are, The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few. Their mission is critical. The potential is enormous, and they are part of the few laborers to get it started. It is quite fitting that this is the Gospel we read today on the feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist. The worldwide Church we know today did not start out this way. It started with Jesus, and it began to spread through the work of the disciples. He intentionally calls them to take the message they have received and to share it with others. 

Today, we stand among more than one billion Catholics in the world. It is quite different than standing as one of 72 disciples. But Jesus calls us to the same mission. The harvest remains abundant, and our call is more critical than ever. Like those 72, we are called to go out and share our faith, whether by our words or in how we live our lives each day. We are called to see the pain and suffering in the world and work to bring healing to it. We are called to announce that the kingdom of God is at hand by the example of our lives.

These might seem like lofty tasks, but if we take a moment to look closer, we can find an abundant harvest around us. Think of the many people who share their faith with us. It might have started with our parents or other family member passing along their faith. It might be in our Church leaders today – priests or pastoral ministers. It might be in our friends who live in a way that reflects God’s love to others. And think of those we recognize as actively working to bring healing to the world, whether it be doctors, counselors, or teachers. We know the powerful healing that comes with someone who is willing to give us support when we need it or listen when we need to share our struggles. These are some of the ways in which we can proclaim God’s kingdom at hand.

Like those original 72, we stand gathered here today around the Eucharistic table. We bring our faith together, as we seek strength from our continued journey. On this feast of Saint Luke, may we recognize our call to evangelize, regardless of our station in life. May we recognize the abundant harvest before us, and the joy that comes with being a laborer.

* * *




[bookmark: O19]Thursday, October 19, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 470)	28TH WEEK
1)	Romans 3:21-30	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 11:47-54	(OBL MEM
			USA: Saints John de Brébeuf
			and Isaac Jogues, Priests,
			and Companions, Martyrs)
Gospel related: CCC 579

FOCUS:	Righteousness comes from faith in Christ Jesus and his Gospel. 

Earlier in Luke’s Gospel, the prophet Simeon describes Jesus as a sign of contradiction (Lk 2:34). We see that contradiction here as Jesus upbraids the Pharisees – not just for their refusal to accept his words, but for their opposition to God’s prophets throughout the ages. Instead of enthusiastically embracing God’s redeeming and liberating word and generously sharing it with others, Jesus accuses them of using it as a control mechanism by which they maintained their power and authority. Here at the midpoint of Luke’s Gospel, a line is drawn in the sand as the hostility of the Pharisees to Jesus and his followers becomes evident to all. From now on they will search for a reason to trap Jesus and stifle his message.

So why are they so hostile? The answer is simple: Jesus has come with a message of God’s abundant love and mercy for all peoples. No longer was that love and mercy for the chosen people alone, but is now open to all. As Paul will later recognize in his own life and ministry, this was a challenging teaching for many Jews to accept. Since they were used to their unique privilege and identity, having to share it with the Gentiles was a bitter pill to swallow.

But this truth is central to the Gospel; this love and mercy is a gift from God, never earned, simply embraced. Yet there are always some who seek to limit and control it or to use it for their own ends. Like those who persecuted and killed the prophets of old or opposed Jesus and later Paul, they prefer to quibble over trifles, parade their own righteousness, and limit God’s message. As Paul writes to the Romans, righteousness comes not from the work of the law but from faith in Christ Jesus and his Gospel. 

* * *
[bookmark: _Hlk135656390]


[bookmark: O20]Friday, October 20, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 471)	28TH WEEK
1)	Romans 4:1-8	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:1-7	(Opt. Mem.
			USA: Saint Paul of the Cross,
			Priest)
Gospel related: CCC 342, 678

FOCUS:	You are worth more than many sparrows.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of two things. The first is this:There is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known. And the second is: Even the hairs of your head have all been counted. Do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.

Jesus reminds us that, upon the judgment of the Last Day, all will be known, particularly our attitudes and words about our neighbors. As the catechism states, our disposition toward our neighbors will “disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love” (CCC 678). Throughout our lives, we should be seeking the grace of the sacraments and engaging in prayer to conform our minds and hearts to that of Jesus. This includes how we interact with our neighbors. For what we do to the least of these, we do to Jesus.

Jesus says, Not one of [us] has escaped the notice of God. Although Judgment Day will certainly come for us all, Jesus reminds us in this Gospel of the great care, the great mercy of the Father. Yes, we will be judged for our actions and words, but we must not be afraid. For if we love God first and foremost, and love our neighbor as ourselves, we can have confidence in the Father’s tender care for us. He wants nothing more than for us to join him in the eternal joy of heaven.  

Today, let us reflect on our relationships with one another and the great love and care that our Father has for us. May that same love and care overflow from us to those we encounter on a daily basis.

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk135906827]

[bookmark: O21]Saturday, October 21, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 472)	28TH WEEK
1)	Romans 4:13, 16-18	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:8-12	(Saturday in honor
			of BVM)
Gospel related: CCC 333, 1287, 1864

FOCUS:	Everything is a gift from God.

So often we fall into the trap of believing that everything depends on us. This often happens in our professional lives;and it certainly can occur in our spiritual lives, as we add up the good works and pious practices we believe will “get us to heaven.” What happens when we swallow a dose of humility and recognize the fallacy of this way of seeing ourselves?

In today’s first reading, Saint Paul tells the Roman Church that Abraham was not chosen to be the father of nations because of his observance of the law. Instead, the covenant came through the righteousness that comes from faith … so that it may be a gift. Although he certainly was a righteous, God-loving man, Abraham could not earn his way into God’s good graces. Grace, by definition, is a gift – unmerited, superfluous, bountiful. 

We see another example of God’s gracious action on our behalf in today’s Gospel. Jesus explains to his disciples that they need not prepare a defense for themselves under persecution. For in the moment of trial, Jesus says, the Holy Spirit will teach you … what you should say. 

Paul and Jesus are reminding us to see ourselves and others through the lens of grace. This is not to say that our actions are inconsequential, but that God is God. He is mercy, justice, patience, and love. He is in charge, and he is faithful and steadfast. This is grace. 

Today’s Eucharist helps us see that all is gift. Like Abraham, we cannot earn our way. We come to the table by the grace of God alone, free to return God’s love with our own gifts of love. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk135908536]

[bookmark: O22]SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2023	29TH SUNDAY
(Lec. 145)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
2)	1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
3)	Matthew 22:15-21
Gospel related: CCC 2242 CSDC 379

FOCUS:	Shine like lights in the world as you hold on to the word of life. 

Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. These words from Jesus often leave people scratching their heads. What does this even mean? A shallow dive into ancient philosophy helps us here.

Aristotle described man as a “political animal.” His Greek words can literally be translated as “an animal intended to live in a city; a social animal” ("Politics," I.ii.9). Through his careful observation of those living around him and insightful self-recollection, Aristotle noticed something which rings out in the Gospel today as well: We are creatures who live together, who need one another, and so always live in some form of political community. We are dependent creatures; we do not live alone, and we are responsible for others. 

This can be realized through careful philosophical analysis, but it is also a fundamental truth revealed by God in his Word and clarified by the light of the Gospel. We are told in Genesis that it is not good for the man to be alone (2:18). God gives Adam the gift of community in the person of Eve. The family, then, is the first political community. It is where we learn how to live together, care for others, and make a gift of ourselves. 

But in the story of the Fall, we hear how brokenness enters into even this most fundamental community. Throughout salvation history, people fail not only to know they belong to God but fail to build good and healthy political structures. 

But this is not how it is meant to be. Christ came not only to restore our relationship with God, but with one another. As Christians, we are asked to be faithful to our creator and also to care for all of creation which he loves. 

This is also a great challenge. Like the Pharisees in today’s Gospel, we still feel the effects of sin. The work of salvation has been accomplished, but the kingdom is not yet come. 

We are called to make our families and societies the best they can be. We have a right and responsibility to be engaged in our society. This is what is meant when Jesus says repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar. We must strive, with God’s help and grace, to build communities of peace of justice. Beginning with the right order of our own households and moving out to the various local and national communities we live in, Christians have political responsibilities. May God give us the courage, prudence, and grace we need for this labor. 

* * *

[bookmark: _Hlk135910803]


[bookmark: O23]Monday, October 23, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 473)	29TH WEEK
1)	Romans 4:20-25	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:13-21	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint John of Capistrano,
			Priest)
Gospel related: CCC 549 CSDC 325, 326

FOCUS:	Sharing our gifts is a sign of our faith. 

When we hear today’s Gospel, we may have several different reactions. We might be quick to disassociate ourselves from the rich man’s greedy actions. Or we might identify with his desire to plan for the future. Don’t we all want to retire some day? Surely Jesus would not condemn us for being prepared. What does it mean to be rich in what matters to God? 

Wealth has two levels of meaning, with respect to God, in Luke’s Gospel. The first is as the response of faith. We see in our first reading that Abraham’s faith is credited to him as righteousness. But, Paul writes, he is not the only one who will receive credit for his faith. Abraham had faith in God’s promises to him.If we believe in God’s faithfulness to us through Christ,if we believe in Christ’s death and resurrection, we will receive the benefit of justification.

The second meaning of wealth in Luke’s Gospel concerns the concept of sharing possessions rather than accumulating them only for oneself. Our tendency to accumulate wealth or hoard possessions may reflect anxiety about the frailty of life. We foolishly think that the more we possess, the safer we are from catastrophe. Today’s Gospel shows us that life itself is a gift from God, and it can be taken away at any moment. No amount of stuff can protect us from the reality of death. 

These two levels of meaning help us understand what it means to live richly, and how we ought to embrace a deeper understanding of wealth in light of our faith. Trust and faith in God provide us a bounty like no other. And when we share generously with others, it shows that we recognize our dependence on God for all that we have, even life itself. 

* * *




[bookmark: O24]Tuesday, October 24, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 474)	29TH WEEK
1)	Romans 5:12, 15b,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		17-19, 20b-21	(Opt. Mem.
2)	Luke 12:35-38	Saint Anthony Mary Claret,
			Bishop)
Gospel related: CCC 2849

FOCUS:	Be vigilant at all times and pray.

The picture of Jesus waiting on us, his servants, is somewhat disconcerting. We recall how Peter reacted when Jesus wanted to wash his feet. He refused, at first. Then, when Jesus told Peter he would no longer be part of his mission if he did not allow Jesus to wash him, Peter offered his hands and head for washing, as well. Jesus told Peter that washing his feet was sufficient (Jn 13:8-10).

This turning the tables of what we believe Jesus is teaching us tends to make us think more, consider deeper aspects, and perhaps move us out of our comfort zones. In today's Gospel, we are to make sense of being humble and serving others while, at the same time, being humble enough to let someone else serve us. 

Frankly, being challenged is what living as a disciple of Jesus is all about. After all, he was God and became man. He was born of a virgin. He suffered pain and death to redeem us for himself. Why should we be surprised at this picture of him serving us just because we are faithful to him?

This is our God. He loves us more than we can understand. Let us be filled with gratitude and do our best to live up to his expectations. That is how we can be prepared for his return in glory. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk135985398]

[bookmark: O25]Wednesday, October 25, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 475)	29TH WEEK
1)	Romans 6:12-18	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:39-48
Gospel related: CCC 2849

FOCUS:	The good servant knows the master’s will and is obedient to it.

The derelict steward in today’s parable is such a strange character. He quickly becomes self-absorbed in his own passions and even collapses into abusing those entrusted to his authority. Honestly, the master’s return at any time would be a surprise to this steward; he is totally beholden to his hedonistic desires. He is almost ridiculous in his absurdity.

The absurdity here lies not in what he does, but who he is: a servant who is risking his life for fleeting pleasure. And yet, is that not us every time we, as servants of Christ, do the same? The slightest bit of power, the first moment of authority over another, or the smallest glimpse of pleasure can turn someone easily tempted by sin into a problem.

Self-absorption is a trap; it is what Paul refers to as “slavery to sin.” Self-absorption can yield quickly to untethered desires and the temptation to excess. There is no freedom in this type of living – not true freedom:For freedom Christ set us free (Gal 5:1). Freedom in Christ is freedom from slavery to sin and self-interest. 

To put it more practically, as disciples of Jesus, we know there is another way to live:to align our dispositions, desires and actions to Christ. When we do this, a small burden soon becomes a righteous relationship with God, with ourselves, and with our neighbor. What a great work freedom in Christ can accomplish in us – and it is all grace. As Paul writes, sin is not to have any power over you, since you are not under the law but under grace.

The good servant knew his master’s will and was obedient to it. This is our charge as well. We prepare for the Lord’s next coming by participating in the life he created for us when he entered human history: a life not of self-absorption but of self-sacrifice; a life of freedom and infused with grace. Thanks be to God for the gift of Jesus Christ.

* * *




[bookmark: O26]Thursday, October 26, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 476)	29TH WEEK
1)	Romans 6:19-23	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:49-53
Gospel related: CCC 536, 607, 696, 1225, 2804

FOCUS:	I have come to set the earth on fire.

This is one of those Gospels that risks being dismissed, or at least avoided, in our prayer life because it seems hard to understand. It makes us uncomfortable. How do we reconcile the one we hail as the “Prince of Peace” with Jesus describing himself as bringing division? How does it make sense that following him would cause strife within and among those relationships that are considered the most intimate and personal, for example, family members?  

Before we simply turn the page, let us allow ourselves to be uncomfortable for a moment. Why is he speaking in such a way? One clue is found in the first reading, from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Paul very dramatically points out that the life of a Christian means either we’re living for God or against him. Either we’re striving for holiness, or we’re accommodating sin in our lives. This may be difficult to accept. But when we do, and when we commit to wanting to eradicate sin and live in a way that conforms to what Jesus is calling us to, that can quickly make others uncomfortable. 

Jesus isn’t telling us to be provocative and antagonistic – looking for opportunities to call others out. He’s simply pointing out the reality that, when we decide to make him the center, it is a bold, life-changing decision. It’s because we recognize he is who he says he is: The way and the truth and the life (Jn 14:6).  

This may upset others in our lives, even, sometimes, our families. But our hope has to be that as we allow Jesus’ fire to burn more brightly within us, the joy of discipleship will spark a desire, an interest, a commitment in others. 

* * *




[bookmark: O27]Friday, October 27, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 477)	29TH WEEK
1)	Romans 7:18-25a	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 12:54-59

FOCUS:	Lord, teach me your statutes.

If we were asked if we know what is the right thing to say and do in most situations, I assume most of us would say that we do. In the majority of our daily interactions with family, friends, co-workers, or people we encounter, we know how to act and what is expected of us. We know what we should do. 

In the verses from Paul’s Letter to the Romans we heard today, there is a provocative line. Paul writes, For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want. Our actions are often in conflict with what we know to be good and true. Even when we know what is expected and proper, we do not always choose the good. We can probably recall a time when we did not choose to do what was right. Later we thought, “I know I should not have said that” or “I know I should have acted differently.” Why this disconnect?  

Sin asserts itself on our choices and we fail to do as we should. Just a few verses before today’s reading, Paul writes: What I do, I do not understand. For I do not do what I want, but I do what I hate (Rom 7:15).

This resonates in our hearts, does it not? Sin is real. And we can know what is right but still fail. It is only in following Christ and the Church's guidance that we can intentionally choose the correct direction of our lives. We should treat every event that happens today and in the future as a call from God to conversion.

Jesus reminds us in the Gospel of an urgency to convert our actions and to turn ourselves toward God. Offer our sins to the Lord who wants to take them away and forgive us. May each encounter help us grow toward God’s design and away from the temptation to sin. 

* * *




[bookmark: O28]Saturday, October 28, 2023	SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE,
(Lec. 666)	APOSTLES
1)	Ephesians 2:19-22	- FEAST
2)	Luke 6:12-16
Gospel related: CCC 1577, 2600

FOCUS:	We are called to true life as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

In Paul’s beautiful Letter to the Ephesians he is responding to troubles that had arisen in the community, and encouraging them. The first three chapters of this letter celebrate our call to be one in Christ, created and enabled in Christ’s own crucified and resurrected body. Paul uses the image of a temple not for us as individuals but for us as community, as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. To what end God does this was explained in a previous verse to what we heard today: so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus (2:7).As fruitful as our lives together as a community can be, it cannot be compared to what God has in store for us.

Both our psalm and Gospel reading add crucial aspects to this vision. The psalm emphasizes that who we are as Church is not about the human community only, but it is a vision of all of God’s creation, for the heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. It is for us to consciously join the cosmic praise that the heavens, created before us, have never ceased since the beginning of time. 

On the surface, our Gospel is simply a list of names Jesus calls to leadership from among many followers, but there is much to learn from it. Not only do we see that in God’s household there are different roles, but more importantly, that each of us is called by name to a special role in that household that is also a temple. God calls all by name, just as Jesus called the leaders of his community, creating us for a purpose that we may not even clearly see until we leave this mortal life. All that is required is that we approach the altar and receive the body of Christ with open hearts and mindsin order to play the role for which we have been lovingly made. 

* * *




[bookmark: O29]SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2023	30TH SUNDAY
(Lec. 148)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Exodus 22:20-26
2)	1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10
3)	Matthew 22:34-40
Gospel related: CCC 575, 581, 1824, 2055, 2083 CSDC 112, 580

FOCUS:	We must be filled from God’s eternal font if we are to pour out to others.

God calls us to profound generosity in our readings today. Loving our neighbor as ourselves takes on specific forms in God’s commandments from the Book of Exodus. Do not oppress an alien. Do not wrong any widow or orphan. Care for the vulnerable with generosity that does not seek personal benefit. Jesus commands us: Love your neighbor as yourself.

This is a radical call. This call goes far beyond tolerance or general good will. It is a call that is costly and profound.

Where is God calling us to reach out to an alien or an outsider? Who are the widows, the orphans, the vulnerable and needy in our lives? To whom are we being called to extend generosity and care?

These are questions we must reflect on regularly if we are to follow this second commandment in our Gospel. 

And yet, perhaps many of us come here feeling burdened or overwhelmed. We may be wondering how we could ever fulfill such a command. Where could we ever get the resources – personal, practical, monetary, or otherwise – to answer this radical call?

Note that this is the second commandment Jesus gives. This command follows after the first: Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

This is the greatest and the first commandment. This is where Jesus tells us to begin. 

If we are to love our neighbor properly, we must begin by seeking God and God’s help first. We must start at the source of all generous love. We must be filled from the eternal font if we are to pour out to others.

Flying on an airplane, we’ve heard a vital safety protocol: secure your oxygen mask first, then help others. If we don’t have the life-sustaining breath we need, our capacity to serve will be cut off. 

How do we secure our oxygen masks? How can we seek God before we head into a situation where love of neighbor becomes demanding? We must practice loving God with all our heart, soul, and mind before discerning how best to serve. This practice is meant to help us receive God’s presence and loveso we are able to share him with others throughout our day.

Our participation at Mass gives us what we need to answer God’s call to love others. In this Eucharist, we receive Christ: body, blood, soul, and divinity. We are given Goodness himself; we are recipients of eternal and perfect generosity; we are fed with the love God calls us to extend to others. Through Christ’s Real Presence here with us today, may we be equipped to go forth and love as he loves us. 

* * *


[bookmark: O30]Monday, October 30, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 479)	30TH WEEK
1)	Romans 8:12-17	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 13:10-17
Gospel related: CCC 582 CSDC 261

FOCUS:	We have received a spirit of adoption through which we can now cry “Abba, Father.” 

Today’s Gospel is clearly an account of a healing by Jesus. But Luke has crafted this particular story in a unique way by placing the focus squarely on Jesus and his actions. Unlike many other healing miracles, the woman has not asked Jesus to heal her. Instead, it is Jesus who notices her as she comes to pray. It is Jesus who calls her forth, lays his hands on her, heals her, and defends her against the indignation of the synagogue leader who sees this act, not as a moment for rejoicing but as one sparking a quibble over rules and regulations. 

There is also a direct contrast between the response of the woman and the crowd who rejoice in this splendid deed and that of the synagogue leader who sees it as an infringement of the law. In many ways, the leader stands as an image of those who seek to limit God’s healing presence and liberating love in the world, and who use their power and authority for their own purposes and not those of the kingdom. 

Paul experienced the same response when he came to the Christian community of Rome. Initially made up of Jews, the community began to attract Gentile converts, causing some rivalry and discontent. In his attempt to lay out the full Gospel message, Paul reminded the community that faith was a gift from God, offered to all in Christ. It was God who had called them, Jew, and Gentile alike, placed his Spirit upon them, and permitted them to call him Abba, Father. It was God who made them his children and heirs with Christ to the kingdom. No one has the right to limit or hinder that calling. Indeed, it is the duty of all Christians to rejoice in God’s faithfulness and to share the joy of that calling with others. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk136261890][bookmark: O31]Tuesday, October 31, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 480)	30TH WEEK
1)	Romans 8:18-25	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 13:18-21
Gospel related: CCC 2660

FOCUS:	The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad indeed. 

All of creation, Paul says, was made subject to futility and so we groan and suffer together, like being in the labor of childbirth. Yet because we cannot see the end of it, we hope, for who hopes for what one sees? We can endure with an underlying joy at all times because we know the sufferings we undergo now are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed to us. 

And what is this glory? It is the kingdom of God. While it has begun here on earth, its fullness and the redemption of our bodies is yet to come. There is a great freedom in this: Knowing we are already baptized into Christ’s reign, we are in the world but not of the world. The Lord has chosen us for himself, set aside our rebelliousness and slavery to sin, and sent his Son to us to reconcile us to himself and be freed from eternal death. Yes we suffer pain, separation, and death in this life, but it is not all there is, nor is it the end. 

The Lord has given us his Son, and the Kingdom; he has done great things for us and we are glad indeed! For who would not find joy and gratitude in knowing that we can use and enjoy the goodness of creation – even amid trials – because there is something even greater that awaits us.

It can be hard to understand this when burying a loved one, for example, or undergoing severe hardship. And so, into our imperfect understanding Jesus interjects images – parables – to help us. The mustard seed is tiny, yet it grows into a large bush or tree. A small amount of yeast will leaven a large amount of flour. 

In coming to this table, we admit to our belief in what God has promised. With our “amen,” we signal our assent to walk this road to the reign of God and to be nourished here to endure whatever road bumps we may encounter along the way. He has given us hope, and so we wait with endurance. 

* * *
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[bookmark: N1]Wednesday, November 1, 2023	ALL SAINTS
(Lec. 667)	- SOLEMNITY
1)	Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14	[Holyday of Obligation]
2)	1 John 3:1-3
3)	Matthew 5:1-12a
Gospel related: CCC 520, 544, 581, 764, 1716, 1720, 2305, 2330, 2518, 2546, 2763 CSDC 492

FOCUS:	With the Lord’s grace, let us seek first the kingdom of God. 

Today we celebrate one of the great feasts of the Church: the Solemnity of All Saints. We celebrate and remember all those who have gone before us in faith who now enjoy the glory of the beatific vision, who are counted among that great multitude described in the beautiful scene in the Book of Revelation. These are men, women, and children, canonized and not, known and unknown, who are now part of the Church triumphant, who worship before the throne of God and who are examples to us of what the Lord can accomplish in and through his children. These are all the saints, all the holy ones. This is the communion of saints we profess in the creed.

And how can we come to be counted among their number? To help us, Jesus lays out a vision of the path of holiness in the beatitudes: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, says Jesus. Blessed are those who are dependent on God, who know that God is the only one who can satisfy their true needs. 

Blessed are the merciful, says Jesus. Blessed are those who forgive, who don’t hold grudges or seek retribution, who show kindness to those who hurt them. 

Blessed are the clean of heart, says Jesus. Blessed are those whose minds and hearts are guided by the light of God’s truth and who live accordingly. 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me, says Jesus. The path of holiness comes at a cost; if we are following in the path of Christ, we should expect to encounter our own cross.

The path of holiness that Jesus lays out is challenging, and following it requires commitment and intentionality; it won’t happen by accident. We must be diligent in resisting the tug of the world to strive for the comforts and values of this life at the expense of seeking first the kingdom of God. Instead, we must strive to be saints in this life, to actually live our lives as children of God who are sealed with the sign of the cross as belonging to God.

The good news is that this goal is achievable, for every day God gives us the help we need – his grace. That is all we need, and it is all the saints needed. God offers it freely and abundantly to all who seek and ask for it. 

Encouraged by the witness and example of all the saints who have walked this path before us, when we come forward today to receive the Lord, let us do so with hearts that are open to and hungry for the help of his grace so that, as we go forth, we may live this day as the children of God that we are.

* * *



[bookmark: _Hlk86306281][bookmark: N2]Thursday, November 2, 2023	THE COMMEMORATION
(Lec. 668)	OF ALL THE
1)	Wisdom 3:1-9	FAITHFUL DEPARTED
2)	Romans 6:3-9	(ALL SOULS DAY)
3)	John 6:37-40
Any readings from #668 or from the Masses for the Dead (1011-1016)
Gospel related: CCC 161, 606, 989, 994, 1001, 1338, 2824

FOCUS:	The souls of the just are in the hand of God.

The most searing and long-lasting pain most of us feel in this life likely is the death of someone we love. For a while, and often for a long while, the light seems to go out of our days. Tastes and smells in which we delighted go bland, and we fear that the long tearful nights will last the rest of our lives. 

The pain we feel is the pain of separation –we grieve deeply because we love deeply. It is the kind of love for which God created us, the kind of love that shows we are made in the image and likeness of a God who is love.He is abundant, magnanimous, unending love.Andso, in the midst of our despair is a grace-filled hope borne of a simple truth:The love we have is still alive and real, for as our first reading tells us, the faithful shall abide with him in love. For our God is not the God of the dead, but of the living (Cf., Mt 22:32; Lk 20:38).

This is what we celebrate in our commemoration of all the faithful departed today. On this All Souls Day, we cling to Paul’s counsel that we are not truly separated from our loved ones, because we are all baptized into Christ Jesus, one body, both in death and in resurrection. Instead, we are but set apart from one another by a thin veil (2 Cor 3:16), and one day we too shall see Christ face to face (1 Cor 13:12) and reunite with our loved ones. 

And so we pray for those who have gone before us, and are making their way to the eternal banquet. We give thanks for their life and love, and for their faithful discipleshipthat makes them heirs to the newness of life in which we will all share, forever. For this is the will of my Father, Jesus says,that everyone who sees the Son and believes in himmay have eternal life,and I shall raise him on the last day. 

* * *




[bookmark: N3]Friday, November 3, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 483)	30TH WEEK
1)	Romans 9:1-5	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 14:1-6	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Martin de Porres,
			Religious)
Gospel related: CCC 575, 582, 588 CSDC 261

FOCUS:	Jesus reaches out as both healer and teacher.

Human weakness can take many forms, both physical and intellectual. We are prone to debilitating and sometimes life-threatening diseases, and also to struggles to understand life and God’s call to love. 

In the first reading, we experience Paul’s anguish over the inability of some of his own people, the Jewish people, to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus was in fact the one called by God out of the tradition of the covenant, the law, and the worship of God. While reaching out to the Gentiles, Paul longs for the Israelites also to accept Jesus.

Perhaps Jesus feels something like this same anguish in the Gospel. He is reaching out not only as the healer of the man suffering from dropsy, but as teacher to the people who are watching him closely – particularly the scholars of the law and the Pharisees, who in the past have opposed his healing on the Sabbath. While healing the man, Jesus also invites the religious leaders to see the Sabbath and God’s love from his perspective. He invites them to understand that his healing of the man on the Sabbath is not a violation of the law, but an act of God’s mercy and love for all people, especially those in need. 

If we ever feel confused about how God is calling us to respond or where God’s love might be in a difficult situation, let us turn to Jesus, the teacher. Sitting with Jesus and listening to him in quiet prayer can open our hearts to a better understanding of God’s perspective – of God’s way of showing his love to a world sorely in need. 

* * *




[bookmark: N4]Saturday, November 4, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 484)	30TH WEEK
1)	Romans 11:1-2a,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		11-12, 25-29	(OBL MEM
2)	Luke 14:1, 7-11	Saint Charles Borromeo,
			Bishop)
Gospel related: CCC 575, 588 CSDC 261

FOCUS:	The Lord will not abandon his people.

We’re probably all familiar with the formulaic protest chant: “What do we want? (something), When do we want it? (now!).” So even though Paul, in writing to the Church in Rome, asks and answers his own question, his words could serve as the same sort of call and response for us, which invigorates crowds at marches and demonstrations: Q: Has God rejected his people? A: Of course not!

As silly as this idea might sound, and as obvious as the words might seem, it’s fair to say we could use that kind of pep rally from time to time. When the bad news of the world is incessant, it’s good to be reminded that Jesus Christ has conquered sin and death; he has overcome the world (Cf., Jn 16:33).

A violent natural disaster strikes: Has God rejected his people? Of course not! Another school shooting takes place: Has God rejected his people? Of course not! A best friend dies of cancer: Has God rejected his people? Of course not!

This isn’t meant to be trite, or to trivialize the grave evils that are perpetuated, and the very real suffering we endure. In fact, Paul was addressing the Jewish Christians community’s concerns about the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles and what, if anything, that meant for their status as a chosen people, and their salvation. No small matters, those!

Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel is also of no small matter: God’s invitation to the banquet of salvation, and the humble conduct expected by those who respond.  And just as Paul reassured the Roman community of God’s faithfulness, so the parable helps us to see that we are meant for the Kingdom, even if things look different than what we might expect. 

A humble response to God enables us to be comfortable with not knowing every little piece of the story. We know the whole story, of course: our salvation story. The thesis of that story is this: The Lord will not abandon his people. He is our help, our teacher, and our rest. His mercy sustains us.  

* * *




[bookmark: N5]SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2023	31ST SUNDAY
(Lec. 151)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Malachi 1:14b–2:2b, 8-10
2)	1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13
3)	Matthew 23:1-12
Gospel related: CCC 526, 2367

FOCUS:	True leadership is exercised through sacrificial gift of self.

The greatest among you must be your servant. This comes from the greatest servant leader, Jesus Christ, who showed us that true leadership is demonstrated through service, through the laying down of one’s life on behalf of another. His gift of self, epitomized on the cross, raises each of us up to new life.

The scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day failed to understand this kind of leadership. They were more concerned with the outward appearance of power – being called “rabbi,” for instance – than serving their people in love. In elevating themselves over others, they struggled to recognize the shared humanity of those they led.

Paul reminds the Thessalonians how Christ's disciples led them, Working night and day in order not to burden any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. In his Letter to the Thessalonian Church, Paul likens himself not to a ruler or rabbi – the ones with the seeming authority – but to a nursing mother. Gentle, affectionate, and selflessly giving of themselves for the common good in Christ's holy name.

Jesus shows leadership perfected all throughout the Gospel. He didn't simply point a finger and command his followers to do his bidding. No, Christ rolled up his sleeves and got dirty alongside his disciples, working alongside those he led for the kingdom of God. Even when he knew there was a traitor among his disciples, Jesus dropped to his knees to wash and kiss their feet, practicing what he preached about servant leadership so the Apostles would fully understand and go forth to do the same as they spread the Gospel message.

Christ’s message is clear to all of us: The greatest among you must be your servant.To love as he did in his time on earth, to love as God does always and in all ways, we must preach a life of service, and then practice what we preach. May the word of God, now at work in [us] who believe, give us the humility and strength to accomplish this task.

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk136864636]

[bookmark: N6]Monday, November 6, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 485)	31ST WEEK
1)	Romans 11:29-36	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 14:12-14

FOCUS:	God has called us by name.

The gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.

These words of Saint Paul to the Romans could also be to each of us. God has made a covenant with humankind, and at our baptism, we become children of God. Baptism seals uponus an indelible spiritual mark. “No sin can erase this mark, even if sin prevents Baptism from bearing the fruits of salvation” (CCC,1272). We all have a vocation, a call to holiness. God has given each of us gifts to use for his glory. And nothing we do – no sin, no shortcoming, no unfaithfulness – can ever cause God to “take back” what he has offered. The gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.

In fact, God can use any bad situation to bring about good. In the verses prior to those we heard today from Romans, Paul speaks of God’s faithfulness to Israel in spite of their lack of fidelity to him. Paul then says: Through [Israel’s] transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles (11:11). There is no question that the Israelites sinned against God. But God never lets our sin be the end of the story; he pursues us in love, always giving us the chance to repent and return to him. He instead extended salvation to the Gentiles, while still promising that all Israel will be saved, eventually. He will not reject or abandon his people.

God's faithfulness and offer of salvation is what underlies Jesus' command to invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, when hosting a banquet. The Lord sought and continues to seek all people, inviting them to partake of all that he offers. His generosity is meant to be our generosity as well. We are all in need of the love and mercy of Jesus.  None of us is able to fully repay Jesus for what he has paid for us on the cross. Yet, he still calls us and invites us. He invites us to participate in the Banquet of the Lamb, knowing we can never repay him for what he has done. His gift and call are irrevocable.

* * *




[bookmark: N7]Tuesday, November 7, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 486)	31ST WEEK
1)	Romans 12:5-16b	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 14:15-24

FOCUS:	The Mass is a sacrificial feast which binds us into relationship with God.

Today’s Gospel offers an opportunity to think about God’s invitation to us to his kingdom, and how the sacrifice of the Mass gives us a little foretaste of that eternal banquet. We are present here because of that invitation, and because of the reality of the profound gift being offered here. 

If someone were to offer us a huge sum of money, wouldn’t we need to have a very good reason to refuse such generosity? Or what if we were given an opportunity to travel or see some of the world’s ancient wonders, without cost. Would we turn it down? It would seem absurd to do so, no?

Jesus highlights this exact kind of response in his parable, as person after person finds a reason not to go to the dinner – to reject the invitation to the kingdom of God. Thanks be to God that we have been given the gift of faith and the prompting of the Spirit to embrace our baptismal call, and participate in the kingdom here on earth. We pray for all who have been invited that they, too, may be led by the Spirit, thriving in the life of Christ and the Church.

One beautiful aspect of the kingdom here on earth is the Mass. It is a tiny foretaste of the fullness of kingdom – the eternal banquet to which every person has been invited. At this Mass we enjoy a communion with all the angels and saints, and all who partake of the body and blood of Jesus Christ. It is a sacrificial feast which binds us into relationship with God, growing our hearts in an ever bigger and bigger commitment and “yes” to eternal life with him. 

Christ invites us to taste of the riches of his love and goodness here. May our hearts be opened to receive his generosity and so be strengthened to invite others into his lavish love through our witness.

* * *




[bookmark: N8]Wednesday, November 8, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 487)	31ST WEEK
1)	Romans 13:8-10	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 14:25-33
Gospel related: CCC 1618, 2544

FOCUS:	Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another.

In Paul’s Letter to the Romans, he writes that love is the fulfillment of the law. All commandments can be summed up in the saying: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Then, in today’s Gospel reading, we hear Jesus tell the crowds that to be his disciple they must hate their parents, children, spouses, siblings, and even their own lives. What is behind this juxtaposition of love and hate?

To make sense of this, we must understand that Jesus is not talking about emotions, or feelings, but about the proper ordering of our passions. That is, prioritizing what we will and desire. When Jesus tells the crowd they cannot be his disciples without hating their family members, he is instructing them in their choices and actions. To be a disciple of Christ means to choose Christ first. It means to prioritize our relationship with him over even our closest human relationships. It means to build up the kingdom of God over any earthly kingdom. 

The two parables that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel invite his would-be disciples to consider whether they have what it takes to follow him until the end. If they are not willing to accept the cost of discipleship, then they might as well not begin. 

The readings invite us to ponder similar questions– we who have already chosen Christ. Are we willing to bear our own crosses to the very end? Or have we set them down somewhere along the way in favor of possessions or relationships? May the Lord renew our resolve to take up our crosses and lay down our lives to follow Christ.

* * *




[bookmark: N9]Thursday, November 9, 2023	THE DEDICATION
(Lec. 671)	OF THE
1)	Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12	LATERAN BASILICA
2)	1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17
3)	John 2:13-22
Gospel related: CCC 575, 583, 584, 586, 994

FOCUS:	Churches are made holy through us, God’s people, in whom Christ’s Spirit dwells.

Most feasts we celebrate pertain to events in the life of Christ. Others are dedicated toApostles or martyrs. We recently celebrated the feast of Saints Simon and Jude; later this month we celebrate Saint Andrew. Today’s feast, however, celebrates a building and an event pertaining to it: the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, the cathedral church of Rome, the mother church of all churches in the world. 

This feast speaks to the importance of church buildings for us and our faith. They are where we gather to pray and worship, to engage in rituals and sacraments; where we share our faith through word and song, and express our beliefs through art and design. We invest our time and resources into the care of these buildings, and their walls are filled with memories of holidays and special occasions. Here we mark life’s significant moments, from baptisms and weddings to funerals and memorials. 

The significance of church buildings makes it very difficult to see them closed. But time passes and circumstances change. Communities come and go. Buildings go up and they come down. The Lateran Basilica, given such honor today, is not the same building now that it was for its earliest community. Due to wars, fires, and natural disasters, the Lateran has been destroyed and rebuilt time and again. Yet its legacy continues as a church of universal importance. 

We identify with the Lateran as the mother church, even though it has no more permanence than any of our own churches. Most of us have never even been there. But perhaps this is a good reminder that there is more to a church building than how long it stands. More important is what it stands for. Church stand for us: God’s people. As Paul teaches the Corinthians: Brothers and sisters: You are God’s building…you are the temple of God…the Spirit of God dwells in you. What makes church buildings holy is us, God’s people, in whom God’s Spirit dwells. 

Jesus became angry when he saw how merchants and money-changers were making his Father’s house into a marketplace. The temple building should have been a holy place for God’s people, not a place for profiteering and exploitation. Jesus shared Ezekiel’s vision of the temple as a place of nourishment, refreshment, and abundant life for all. So Jesus gave himself– destroyed and raised in three days– to be the temple of life for us all. Redeemed by his death and resurrection, we are members of his body, of his holy temple– the temple of God. Whether gathered here or in another building, we remain his holy dwelling.

Participating in the Eucharist and partaking of Christ’s body and blood, we are renewed in his Spirit as members of his body. We in turn make this place holy because in us, the Spirit of God dwells. In Christ God keeps us and all our churches holy.

[bookmark: N10]Friday, November 10, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 489)	31ST WEEK
1)	Romans 15:14-21	IN ORDINARY TIME
[bookmark: _Hlk121468274]2)	Luke 16:1-8	(OBL MEM
			Saint Leo the Great,
			Pope and Doctor
			of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 952

FOCUS:	Let us be prudent in using the gifts the Fatherhas given us.

The parable of the dishonest steward in today’s Gospel provokes many different reactions. One common reaction is, “Is Jesus really endorsing the actions of the steward? 

No, Jesus does not approve of the steward’s dishonesty, which actually occurred before the parable itself: he was squandering his master’s property. Rather, Jesus notes his actions are prudent for the end he himself intends, which, paradoxically, included obtaining what the master was owed while foregoing his own commission.

This leaves us with the question, how can we be prudent stewards for our Master? First, we must know the Master’s vision. In the first reading, Paul writes of howit was God’s grace that enabled him to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He recognizes and proclaims that it is only through what Christ has accomplished, through him, that others have come to know Christ. 

More broadly, Paul is saying that the gifts God gives us are to be used to help others come to recognize and know Jesus so that they, too, can become his disciples. How exactly we accomplish that – i.e., the Master’s vision – is something we discernthrough prayer, study of sacred Scripture and Church teaching, and participation in the sacraments. 

Second, we need to be open to these gifts God gives us. We will need to know the Giver and respond to his promptings throughout the day. Prayer, both at specific times and spontaneously throughout the day, helps us be open to his presence and ready to use these gifts when they are needed. 

Third, we need to know what we have been given. As we grow in our relationship with God and observe how God uses us in the world, we can come to know our gifts and be ready to use them when God needs them. 

As we approach the altar, let us pray to be open to be the unique prudent steward God calls us to be in our world today.

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk137639885]

[bookmark: N11]Saturday, November 11, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 490)	31ST WEEK
1)	Romans 16:3-9,	IN ORDINARY TIME
[bookmark: _Hlk121468337]		16, 22-27	(OBL MEM
2)	Luke 16:9-15	Saint Martin of Tours,
			Bishop)
Gospel related: CCC 2424 CSDC 181, 453

FOCUS:	God knows your hearts. 

Today’s Scriptures provide an opportunity to reflect on our communal life as members of the Church. Paul sends greetings to many people – acknowledging their ministries and their individual contributions to the community. His words demonstrate the true connections these early Christians had, and show the handiwork of the Spirit who had brought together individuals from all parts of the Roman empire.  They came together as a community that would not only work hard but even risk their lives for one another. They lived in relationships of fellowship and mutual support, loving one another in the light of their love for Christ. That is who we are called to be as well. 

How might we fully live the joy of communal life, and manifest the same profound love for one another? In the Gospel, Jesus provides an answer that, unsurprisingly, involves relationships: rightly ordered relationships with God, and with one another. Simply put, Jesus addresses the issue of righteousness and warns against the love of money and the dangers of hypocrisy. 

Worldly wealth should always be sought, and used, for Good (with a capital G). That is, it should always be at the service of God and human flourishing. Love of God is meant to be that which directs our every word and deed. From it flows love of neighbor, and the use of, not love of, money as a means of glorifying God and in doing good for, and supporting, our neighbor.

God has given us every good thing, and we have been given free will to seek, obtain, and use these goods. At the same time, the Gospel is always challenging us to attend to our motivations and desires, and to examine them in light of what God commands. When our priorities align with our faith and our relationships reflect the love and grace of Christ, then we are doing well at being who we are called to be. 

We may not get a letter from Paul praising our efforts, but if we do it right, there will come a time when we can talk to him about it face to face.  

* * *




[bookmark: N12]SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2023	32ND SUNDAY
(Lec. 154)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Wisdom 6:12-16
2)	1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
		or 4:13-14
3)	Matthew 25:1-13
Gospel related: CCC 672, 796, 1618

FOCUS:	Wisdom comes from God and draws us to him.

Today the word of God is calling us to be wise. We hear about beautiful Wisdom, personified as a woman, in our first reading. She is seeking those worthy of her. The Lord Jesus calls us to wisdom by using the example of the wise virgins in the Gospel. Since we don’t want to be like the foolish virgins who missed entry into the Reign of God, how, then, do we become wise? 

The Scriptures tell us that wisdom is a gift from God. In fact, we are taught that fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prv 9:10). The first thing we need to do is ask for wisdom. If we seek wisdom from God we are promised that we will receive. We need to pray for wisdom, especially when there are important decisions to be made. We are also told that we must be willing to listen to wisdom if we are to receive it (Prv 2:2; 19:20). While the gift of wisdom is given generously and freely by God, if we reject the movement of wisdom in our hearts, we will still end up foolish.

Wisdom is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. If we want to be truly wise, we must seek to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit even when it is difficult. Wisdom is that deeper knowledge that helps us to see the path of God in our lives. Only the wise can tell the difference between lies that we want to be true and the truth of God’s plan that may include some pain or disappointment. Wisdom is patient as the Lord’s plan unfolds and we see the beauty of his will in our lives. Wisdom seeks what God wants, and not simply what we want. It is a great gift, especially for those in leadership.

In the parable of the ten virgins, Jesus demonstrates the difference between the foolish and the wise. While all the virgins are invited to the wedding, only five planned to be patient and wait for the Master to arrive. The foolish virgins did not have the wisdom to plan ahead. They lived in the moment and did not consider the will of the Master. They did not have the patience to wait longer, or the willingness to invest in more oil. Their selfishness and lack of wisdom caused them to miss the feast and be locked out of the Master’s celebration.

The Lord Jesus calls us to embrace the gift of wisdom and to ask for that gift from the Holy Spirit. As long as we have the humility and patience to trust in the Lord’s plan, we will receive all the wisdom we need. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk137643281]

[bookmark: N13]Monday, November 13, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 491)	32ND WEEK
1)	Wisdom 1:1-7	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 17:1-6	(OBL MEM
			USA: Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,
			Virgin)
Gospel related: CCC 162, 2227, 2287, 2845

FOCUS:	Repent. Ask forgiveness. Forgive others.

Today’s Gospel reading from Luke is a short one, but it touches on three very important topics: scandal, forgiveness and faith. Scandal in this biblical perspective is not the modern-day notion of a headline-making news story about a celebrity. Instead, in the manner in which Jesus instructs his disciples today, scandal is the type of behavior that causes others to sin. It is bad enough for each of us to sin, but when our example leads others to sin Jesus says, woe to the one through whom they occur. It would be better for him if a millstone were put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea.

Jesus tells us to rebuke the sinner and forgive the one who repents. Rebuke is a very specific word, and has strong connotations. Its emphasis on "getting in another's face," however (such as scolding and admonishing), is not so much about telling us how to behave (though it is) but indicating the severity of the situation. The other's soul is in danger, and as we would act quickly and strongly to save another from a physical harm, so should we do the same to save someone from a spiritual one.

It is difficult to ask for forgiveness, and possibly even more difficult to truly forgive one who has wronged us. Yet Jesus tells his disciples, and us, that we are to show mercy. Even if someone asks for forgiveness seven times in a day, we should, upon repentance, accept the request each time.

Advent begins in just a couple of weeks. The early part of Advent is geared not toward the birth of Christ, but rather our own personal preparation for the final judgment. The Lord makes it clear that in order for us to receive mercy and forgiveness from him, we must have proven that we have been merciful to others (Mt 6:15; Jm 2:13). And if we have not been merciful, there’s no better time to seek repentance for our hardheartedness than today.

At the end of the Gospel, the Apostles say to Jesus, increase our faith. He explains to them that they must build on the faith they already have, and great blessings will come to them. Let us ask Jesus today to increase our faith by allowing him to work through us to accomplish his work on earth.

* * *




[bookmark: N14]Tuesday, November 14, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 492)	32nd WEEK
1)	Wisdom 2:23–3:9	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 17:7-10

FOCUS:	Grace and mercy are with [God’s] holy ones.

During this month when we remember the dead, it’s fitting that today’s reading from the Book of Wisdom is one that is commonly used in funerals. We hear that the souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. How comforting to know that God holds onto the faithfully departed and protects them from suffering!

Hands are a beautiful image to express care for one another. Friends greet one another with a handshake. Some friends hold onto one another’s hands when they are in each other’s presence. Two people who are ready to commit their lives to one another take each other’s hand in marriage. And when a person is close to death, their loved ones take their hands into their own, holding and caressing them. God’s own love for us is expressed through hands: hands that blessed bread and wine for us, that shared his body and blood with us, that stretched out on a cross for us.

As people of faith, we believe that when we take Jesus’ own hand, we trust that he will lead us on the path to his Father. It is the most glorious path, but it is also one that can be difficult. If we trust in Jesus, though, we know that at the end of our lives, he will welcome us into his kingdom with the same outstretched arms that were nailed to the cross for our redemption.

He asks only that we are just, that we love God, and that we love one another. As a parent lovingly cradles a newborn child in their hands, so, too, does God cradle the faithfully departed, who abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones. 

* * *


[bookmark: N15]Wednesday, November 15, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 493)	32ND WEEK
1)	Wisdom 6:1-11	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 17:11-19	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Albert the Great,
			Bishop and Doctor of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 586, 2463

FOCUS:	In all circumstances, give thanks.

In Jesus time, the purity laws in place meant that lepers were required to stay outside the city and to warn others of their presence when being approached. Yet here in today’s Gospel it is they who approached Jesus as he made his way to Jerusalem – coming before him asking for pity and, by implication, healing. They were outcasts in their own community, living on the fringes, dependent on the generosity of others and yet always isolated and considered contagious.

It is a powerful scene, full of compassion and, ultimately, deep gratitude. As the lepers step forward to seek Jesus’ help, we wonder: Had they heard of his reputation and his mighty works? Did they see him as their last hopeso they were even willing to break the law to approach him? Whatever motivated their courageous approach, they clearly sought not just physical healing but also restoration to community and the ordinary joys of life. 

So, what can their request teach us? Their simple and very heartfelt words, Jesus, Master!Have pity on us! stand before us as a model of true and candid prayer.It demonstrates a recognition that they have no one else to rely on and so they turn to the one who has proven himself to be able to answer their need.

But it’s the response to their healing that most of us remember. The fact that only one of the 10 actually returns to thank Jesus reminds us that gratitude is an essential part of the life of faith: gratitude for all that God has given, for the hope and the joy that we have in Christ, and the many blessings he so generously bestows upon us. Today, let us take note of those blessings and spend some time expressing our gratitude in prayer. 

* * *




[bookmark: N16]Thursday, November 16, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 494)	32ND WEEK
1)	Wisdom 7:22b–8:1	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 17:20-25	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Margaret of Scotland;
			Saint Gertrude,
			Virgin)
Gospel related: CCC 2463

FOCUS:	Be the presence of Christ, making God’s kingdom present.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says The coming of the Kingdom of God cannot be observed. This is not the answer to their question that the Pharisees would have predicted, as their focus was on the external and political. Jesus is talking about the supernatural, and spiritual. For behold, the Kingdom of God is among you. In other words, you cannot observe the coming of the kingdom because it is already here.

How can God’s kingdom be present in this world of division, greed, destruction, and violence? Jesus himself seems to affirm that it can be hard at times to see its presence. And while the Church herself is the visible manifestation of it, it is not complete. Jesus’ second coming into the world will establish the fullness of the kingdom, and as to that time and day we have no knowledge. We must simply be prepared (Cf., Mt 24:44). 

It helps to practice seeing what is around us, and preparing for Christ’s coming again, by listening to God’s word. We have a preview of what the presence of the kingdom of God is like in the first reading from the Book of Wisdom. The reading describes some of the qualities of the wisdom of God, and these qualities can also be seen as descriptions of the presence of the kingdom of God. In other words, the kingdom of God is inhabited by people who are not destructive, who love doing good, who are discerning, who do not give up, who are generous, and who are loving and kind.

Christ gives himself to us in the Eucharist so we can be the seeds of God’s kingdom. He invites us to become what we eat and drink, thus becoming the presence of Christ in the world – so that wherever we are, there also is the kingdom of God. As we continue to build the kingdom and prepare for its fruition, may the grace of God help us be faithful to our task.

* * *




[bookmark: N17]Friday, November 17, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 495)	32ND WEEK
1)	Wisdom 13:1-9	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 17:26-37	(OBL MEM
			Saint Elizabeth of Hungary,
			Religious)
Gospel related: CCC 1889, 2463 CSDC 34, 583

FOCUS:	Fix your eyes on, and lose your life in, Jesus.

“Remember Lot’s wife.” In the midst of Jesus’ quite descriptive prophecy of the day the Son of Man is revealed, he gives this rather cryptic instruction, and warning. The translation of the Gospel we actually read today says it in a more clumsy way: Remember the wife of Lot. She is never named in Scripture, and she appears only briefly in the story at all, but it is clear that she serves as an example ... of something. And as Noah and Lot endured tribulation, we will endure tribulation – we do know that.

Saint Augustine asks, “What is the meaning of Lot’s wife?” and then he answers: “She represents those who look back in tribulation and separate themselves from the hope of the Divine Promise” (quaestiones evangeliorum, 399/400). He later writes that Lot’s wife, when she turned and looked back, was turned into salt, and thus provided to all who believe, “a condiment by which to savor somewhat the warning to be drawn from that example” (Civ Dei Book XVI Chap 30, 410).

Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar of salt! But it was not a salt that preserved, disinfected, and added flavor to the world, as we Christians are called to be. It was a bitter, disintegrated salt worthy of being trampled underfoot (Cf., Lk 14:34). Therefore, what Jesus says next in this Gospel passage reinforces that clipped, concise command. These words are arguably more familiar to us, and more often quoted: Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses it will save it.

Lot’s wife perished because she looked back, not trusting in what lay ahead for her, and seeking to somehow preserve the life she knew, which was meant for destruction. So, too, is the danger for us in gazing upon and longing for the pleasures of this world, which will someday perish, and not fixing our eyes on, and losing our life in, Jesus who is the way to eternal life. 

“Remember Lot’s wife.” And give thanks, for our redemption is at hand.  

* * *




[bookmark: N18]Saturday, November 18, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 496)	32ND WEEK
1)	Wisdom 18:14-16;	IN ORDINARY TIME
		19:6-9	Opt. Mem.
2)	Luke 18:1-8	The Dedication of the
			Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul,
			Apostles;
			USA: Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne,
			Virgin;
			Saturday in honor
			of BVM)
or, for the Memorial of the Dedication, Acts 28:11-16, 30-31/Matthew 14:22-33 (679)
Gospel related: CCC 675, 2098, 2573, 2613

FOCUS:	When we spend time in prayer, we learn the voice of God and the movement of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.

In today’s Gospel, we are reminded of the importance of praying without becoming weary. Why are we to pray without becoming weary? Prayer strengthens our will and increases our faith that God is truly the one guiding our lives. Praying without becoming weary helps remind us that our lives are not about ourselves, but about serving God and the people around us through the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

We read many times in the Gospels that Jesus was in prayer, setting a model for us in our lives to be in communion with the Father. “The acts of faith, hope, and charity enjoined by the first commandment are accomplished in prayer … prayer is an indispensable condition for being able to obey God’s commandments” (CCC 2098). Through prayer, we open our hearts not only to hear God speak to us but also to allow the Holy Spirit to convict and change our hearts and minds.  

Prayer establishes a relationship with the Triune God. We must remember, however, that prayer is not a monologue, but a dialogue where we both speak and listen. It is very easy for us to do all of the speaking in prayer, which makes it hard to listen. We must turn the ears of our hearts to the Lord. He wants nothing else than to pour his love, mercy, grace, and wisdom into our hearts. Ours is to listen in the stillness for his voice.

When we pray, we learn the voice of God. We learn the movement of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, which aids us in warding off the evil one, that our hearts may find peace and union with God. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk137705039]

[bookmark: N19]SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2023	33RD SUNDAY
(Lec. 157)	IN ORDINARY TIME
1)	Proverbs 31:10-13,
		19-20, 30-31
2)	1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
3)	Matthew 25:14-30
		or 25:14-15, 19-21
Gospel related: CCC 546, 1029, 1720, 1936, 2683 CSDC 259, 326

FOCUS:	If we share our talents with those in need, we will share in God’s eternal joy. 

As we approach the end of the liturgical year, our readings focus on the end times. In Paul’s Letter to the Thessalonians, he tells them that the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night – unseen and unannounced. Or it will be like labor pains upon a pregnant woman – sudden and bringing risk. We may not know the exact hour of the Lord’s return, but it is expected and inescapable. Therefore, we should be prepared. 

Today’s Gospel gives us a little more information about what to expect upon Jesus’ return. In the story, the master distributes his possessions to his servants according to their abilities. One servant receives five talents, another two, and a third receives only one. Then the master leaves for a long time. When he returns, he expects an account of what the servants have done with his talents. Two of the servants are praised, and the third is cast out.

The talents in the story are coins, but we know that God gives all kinds of gifts, both temporal and spiritual. Everything he gives, he expects us to use. The fact that gifts are not distributed equally encourages us to share them. Not only are we invited to share what we have, but also to consider what we lack, recognizing that we need the gifts of others. We were created to live in a community of mutual giving and receiving modeled on the Trinity. We are brought into unity through the variety of what we bring to the kingdom. It does not have to be much – but in order to participate in the kingdom we must take what we have been given and grow it, invest in it, and return with it to the Lord and the building up of the body of Christ.

At the conclusion of the parable, the master says, For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The third servant buried his talent in the ground out of fear of a demanding master. He is not being punished so much as suffering the natural consequences of his action: He may not remain in the company of the master. 

We can use only the gifts we have been given, but if we use them as God intends, he will multiply them. If, on the other hand, we sit idle or hide them away, their benefits will be taken from us. The ultimate benefit, the final payout for a life of good and faithful service, is eternal joy with God. 

* * *




[bookmark: N20]Monday, November 20, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 497)	33RD WEEK
1)	1 Maccabees 1:10-15,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		41-43, 54-57, 62-63
2)	Luke 18:35-43

FOCUS:	Let Jesus guide us out of darkness and into his radiant light.

As the days get shorter, the darkness of the night draws longer. Darkness has long served as a symbol of deep separation from God. Blindness, too, is used as a metaphor for that same separation from God. Today, we see those who have willfully separated themselves from God, and those who yearn to be released from their blindness.

The people of Israel have allowed themselves to be led away from God. Rather than keeping those practices that bring them close to God, they instead turn toward a way of life that does not uphold their covenant with God. They have entered into spiritual darkness.

The blind man in today’s Gospel passage appears in contrast to this mindset, and his interaction with Jesus can serve as a basis for discipleship. First, he wants to know what is happening. Second, he proclaims that Jesus is the Son of David, the Messiah. Third, in realizing Jesus’ power and authority, he asks Jesus to have pity on him. And finally, he asks Jesus to let him see.  

Even though his eyesight is restored, the blind man already does see, for he sees Jesus as he truly is. This blind man is one of the first Christian evangelists, for he proclaims Jesus as the Son of David, the Messiah, the one who shall build a house for God’s name, and upon whom God will establish his royal throne (2 Sam 7:13).

In these dark days, may we have faith like that of the blind man. As we receive the body and blood of the Son of David, may we ask God to increase our faith, that we may not be blind but instead see Jesus as the Messiah. And like the blind man, let us proclaim Jesus as the One who brings light to the world. 

* * *




[bookmark: N21]Tuesday, November 21, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 498)	33RD WEEK
1)	2 Maccabees 6:18-31	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 19:1-10	(OBL MEM
			The Presentation of the
			Blessed Virgin Mary)
Gospel related: CCC 549, 1443, 2412, 2712

FOCUS:	Be mindful of the example you set for others.

Today's Scriptures feature two people, centuries apart, who exhibit faith and perseverance, and whose actions for the sake of salvation, are laudable. One is a martyr, in whom God’s divine protection is celebrated. The other is a tax collector whose interest in and encounter with Christ  brought about conversion and a reforming of his ways.

Eleazer was a dignified old man, a scribe and doctor of the law, who would do nothing to offend God or undermine the rest of the community’s commitment to their faith. He was killed because he refused to eat the foods the pagan king insisted he eat – foods forbidden by Jewish dietary law. How weak, how ridiculous in an attempt to assert authority, is a king – an “earthly” lord –  who thinks torturing and executing a 90-year-old man is a necessary and good thing.

How strong is our Lord, however: the one, true Lord of all Creation. He gave Eleazar the strength to persevere through torture, and not waver, and his courage served to bolster that of all the Jewish people who endured great persecution and suffering during this time of foreign oppression. He saved Eleazar, not from mortal death, but from eternal damnation.

The Lord saved Zacchaeus, too: a Jewish man who held the despised role of a tax collector. Hated and ostracized, he was still curious about Jesus, and Jesus called to him by name! The Holy Spirit worked within Zacchaeus and changed his heart that day: He committed to be fair and honest and repay what he had extorted from others, and he became a committed disciple of the Lord.

We know their stories, but can only imagine the bountiful fruit of Eleazar’s and Zacchaeus’ steadfast witness to the power of God. Each of us must make difficult choices from time to time. How we respond, what example we give, not only affects our own soul but provides an example to others. May the Lord be our help always, in those times. 

* * *




[bookmark: N22]Wednesday, November 22, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 499)	33RD WEEK
1)	2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31	IN ORDINARY TIME
[bookmark: _Hlk121468702]2)	Luke 19:11-28	(OBL MEM
			Saint Cecilia,
			Virgin and Martyr)
Gospel related: CCC 1880, 1936 CSDC 326

FOCUS:	Explore where the Lord leads you, and don’t be afraid of what you do not know.

As often as we hear the parables of Jesus, they never fail to provide opportunities for new insights. We may even go down offbeat rabbit holes that seem irrelevant or unimportant, but that in the end God uses to help us grow more in knowledge and love of him.

For example, in today’s Gospel story, what happened to the other seven servants? The nobleman gives to ten servants some money to trade with while he is away. When he returns, he calls them to report to him, so as to learn what they had gained by trading.

The first and second ones come and give their account and both earn “well done!” accolades. Then the third one stands before the king and gets in trouble for not doing anything other than hiding the money. Then the next one comes and ... wait ... we don’t hear about the other seven. Did they take off with the money? Did they still work there but didn’t show up? Or did we just hit rock bottom of servant behavior right away, and therefore the others are not important? 

This isn’t just a playful exercise; sometimes what we do not know, or what is left out, may be as important to explore as what we do know. And while we may not have biblical scholarship on these “missing people,” or, for example, the nine lepers who did not return after ten were healed (Cf., Lk 17:12-19), they were important enough to be part of the story. And this tells us something about God and his relationship with us. 

The inspired words of Scripture are not just object lessons, but contextual theater: they occur in community. We each have parts to play in the drama of salvation. Nobody is unimportant. Sometimes we’re the first servant, sometimes the third, sometimes we don’t reappear at all. But in all places and in all times, God is present, calling us to communion with him and with one another. 

We should explore where he leads us, and not fear what we do not know. Everything he desires for us is Good.

* * *




[bookmark: N23]Thursday, November 23, 2023	THURSDAY OF
(Lec. 500)	33RD WEEK
1)	1 Maccabees 2:15-29	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 19:41-44	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Clement I,
			Pope and Martyr;
			Saint Columban,
			Abbot;
			USA: Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro,
			Priest and Martyr;
			USA: Thanksgiving Day)
or, for Thanksgiving Day, any readings from the Lectionary for Mass “In Thanksgiving to God,” nos. 943-947
Gospel related: CCC 558

FOCUS:	Trust in the Lord and the peace he offers. 

The Scripture passages we are hearing these days are from the Books of Maccabees. They tell the stories of strong and courageous men and women who lived in the second century before Christ, under the control of the Seleucid Empire and King Antiochus IV Epiphanes, and who refused to renounce their faith in the one true God of Israel. 

Among those whom God upheld with strength was the family of Mattathias, a priest from Modein known for his piety and faith. Despite many attempts to bribe him to accept the new apostasy, Mattathias defiantly refused to offer sacrifice to the new gods. To do so would have been to renounce the covenant God had made with his ancestors and to betray the very identity that made him and his family part of God’s Chosen People. 

When Jesus wept over Jerusalem, as recounted in today’s Gospel, he foresaw the same persecution of old. He envisioned devastation because of the people’s refusal to accept him – Jesus, the Prince of Peace – as the one who would bring them peace. He did not speak of punishment but of natural consequences: One cannot have peace and salvation if one does not accept the one who gives it. 

What the Lord foretold of Jerusalem (Luke may have been alluding to the actual fall of Jerusalem, under Roman rule, in 70 AD), is not far removed from what we experience today. Christian principles and living remain under attack, in both subtle and obvious ways. We are bombarded with temptations and promises of things (other than God) that will make us happy and fulfilled.  

The only one who can be our peace, and who is the arbiter of all that is good, is God. In troubled times, big or small; in times of great comfort; and in moments of attentive thanksgiving – as in the U.S. holiday today – trust in the Lord and what he offers us. 


* * *




[bookmark: N24]Friday, November 24, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 501)	33RD WEEK
1)	1 Maccabees 4:36-37,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		52-59	(OBL MEM
2)	Luke 19:45-48	Saint Andrew Dũng-Lạc,
			Priest,
			and Companions,
			Martyrs)

FOCUS:	Does zeal for the Father’s house consume us?

In less than two weeks the Jewish celebration of Hanukkah begins. We may see, in both public and private settings, a Hanukkah menorah, a 9-branched candle holder that marks the eight nights of this holiday.  

Today’s first reading provides the origin of this holiday – the re-dedication of the Second Temple of Israel. Prior to the coming of Christ, the temple was the most sacred place on earth – for it was the singular place where God dwelt among his people. The eight-day feast celebrated how God’s people had rebuilt, cleansed, and reconsecrated the temple after it had been desecrated by pagan-invaders. So important was the removal of “the disgrace” that had been present, that it was to be celebrated annually.

That is an important context for today’s Gospel. Seeing the temple being defiled, not by outsiders who didn’t believe in the Lord God, but by God’s own people, infuriates Jesus. His anger is not simply because a few people decided to sell things in the temple, but because of the casualness with which God’s people treated what they believed was a historic, sacred place of encounter.  

This rare instance where the Gospels capture Jesus enraged is meaningful because it demonstrates the passion in his heart not just for God the Father, but for his people. He’s not simply picking a fight to make this physical building a place of prayer. He is emphasizing that the hearts of every man and woman are to be a temple of the Holy Spirit.  

What does our own zeal for the Father’s house entail? This is a particularly relevant question when we know that each and every human being is made in the image and likeness of God, and is in fact a temple of the Holy Spirit. God dwells within each one of us who has been baptized. To treat another with anything less than the dignity that requires is to profane God’s holy dwelling as much as the pagans did, and as much as those did who sold in the temple area.

Let our zeal be for holiness and not desecration. 

* * *




[bookmark: N25]Saturday, November 25, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 502)	33RD WEEK
1)	1 Maccabees 6:1-13	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 20:27-40	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Catherine of Alexandria,
			Virgin and Martyr;
			Saturday in honor
			of BVM)
Gospel related: CCC 330, 575

FOCUS:	I will rejoice in your salvation, O Lord.

Today’s readings naturally draw us to thoughts about the afterlife. In the Gospel, some Sadducees seek to dishonor Jesus, or perhaps to recruit him to their ranks. They do not believe in the resurrection or an afterlife. So they ask Jesus a question they think proves how illogical it is to believe in an afterlife. How can a woman who was married to seven men in this life be married to only one man in the next life?

One can almost imagine Jesus thinking, “A woman suffers such a tragic life and your main concern is who she will be married to in the next life?” However, Jesus patiently answers their question, teaching that our resurrected life will not simply be a continuation of this earthly life.

In contrast to the Sadducees concern for the afterlife (in which they did not believe anyway) King Antiochus in our first reading is experiencing major guilt and grief over the life he has lived. He had thought of himself as kindly and beloved during his time as king. On his deathbed, however, he is forced to face the harsh truth – that his kingship was marked by greed and violence rather than benevolence. Nothing here tells us Antiochus’ thoughts about the afterlife, but he is facing his death with guilt and shame rather than with forgiveness and hope. 

Both of these readings have something to teach us about death and resurrection. First is that we simply don’t know what heaven will be like. It will be something very different from this life, and it will be a place of perfect love and joy. Second, unlike King Antiochus, we can face our death with hopeful expectation because we have Christ’s promise of God’s forgiveness and mercy. We are reminded of this promise every time we receive the Eucharist.

Thus we can sing, as the psalmist does, I will rejoice in your salvation, O Lord. And we can live each day in a way that demonstrates it.

* * *




[bookmark: N26]SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2023	OUR LORD
(Lec. 160)	JESUS CHRIST,
1)	Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17	KING OF
2)	1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28	THE UNIVERSE
3)	Matthew 25:31-46	- SOLEMNITY
Gospel related: CCC 331, 544, 598, 671, 678, 679, 1033, 1034, 1038, 1373, 1397, 1503, 1825, 1932, 2443, 2447, 2449, 2463, 2831 CSDC 57, 58, 183, 265, 403

FOCUS:	We celebrate the reign of our servant king. 

Few of us have been subject to a king, and the few kings left in the world do not have the power over their subjects’ lives that a king in the Ancient Near East or the Roman Empire had. It is not surprising, then, that when Jews of that time imagined what it would be like for God to finally take complete control of the world, they used imagery of kingship and of great battles between good and evil. The most powerful use of that language, however, made its point by turning typical ideas of kingship on their head, as our readings today show. 

In the first reading, Ezekiel sees that eventually the devastating reigns of Israel’s recent kings, as well as the kings of other nations who conquered Israel, would come to an end. God will be their king, but his reign will be not of pomp and majesty but of the kindest of shepherds, tenderly giving care to the most vulnerable of the flock.

For Paul, Christ’s resurrection signaled that the end times had begun, and very soon, he thought, Christ will reign as king. But again, he will be a king far different than the Jews were experiencing under the Roman emperors. Christ the King will bring not more money and prestige to the rich, but life eternal to those who belong to him. He promises just judgment both for them and for those who have oppressed them.

The Gospel tells us how to belong to Christ. Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats continues the theme of the messianic king who will judge justly. In the Roman Empire, honor was everything and money was able to buy you that. Money also bought what could only roughly be called “justice.” It is not money or power or worldly honor that gains one admittance to Jesus’ kingdom, however – it is acting like God, the Good Shepherd, who binds up the injured and heals the sick. To be with him and in him, Christ the King chooses quite simply those who give food, drink, clothing, and comfort to those most neglected. 

It is a topsy-turvy kingdom, this reign of Christ, compared to the values of the wider society, both in ancient times and in our time. Choosing Christ’s kingdom is an act of both exceptional bravery and extreme humility. Let these thoughts be with us as together we receive the body and blood of Christ, our king. 

* * *



[bookmark: N27]Monday, November 27, 2023	MONDAY OF
(Lec. 503)	34TH WEEK
1)	Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 21:1-4
Gospel related: CCC 2544

FOCUS:	Selfless giving is one of the cornerstones of the Christian life. 

“Having it all” can mean vastly different things to different people. To one person, it might look like a corner suite at their job, a nice house, two kids, and an attractive spouse. To someone else, it might look like a flexible employment gig, few responsibilities beyond paying living expenses, and the freedom to get up and go whenever they want. But if we really think about it, the notion of “having it all” encourages us to take and take, and to buy and obtain.

The poor widow in today’s Gospel doesn’t have much, never mind “having it all,” yet she still contributes a substantial amount from the little she has to offer and not from any surplus. Christ makes her an example of how all Christians should give: freely, from our very selves and not just from what we might have left over after we take or use what we want. It is challenging to donate our time, talent, and treasure – not just when we have a surplus in our budget, or when it’s convenient for us, but when it involves a real sacrifice. The Lord knows this, and yet he calls us to just that. We can call on him for help to do as he asks.

Going against the grain of “having it all” in favor of selflessly giving is one of the cornerstones of Catholic living. Christ did not perform his ministry or give himself up on the cross because it was convenient and he was done living. Living as a Christian – growing and conforming our lives to the heart and mind of Christ – demands that we follow Jesus’ example. How do we do that?By freely giving of ourselves through our time, talent, and treasure as a way of glorifying God.

As we approach the Eucharistic table, let us cast aside selfish desires in favor of selflessly giving, just as Christ gave himself for us. 

* * *




[bookmark: N28]Tuesday, November 28, 2023	TUESDAY OF
(Lec. 504)	34TH WEEK
1)	Daniel 2:31-45	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 21:5-11

FOCUS:	Earthly kingdoms will pass, but we are still called to work for justice and peace.

Today’s Scripture readings speak of an important historical reality: Earthly kingdoms do not last, especially when they are in opposition to the kingdom of God. In the first reading, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has a disturbing dream. When no one can decipher the dream, Daniel, a Jewish prophet and a servant of the king, is given knowledge by God to explain the dream’s meaning. Essentially, Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that his kingdom, and the earthly kingdoms that follow his, will all be destroyed and replaced. This will end only when the one true God establishes his divine kingdom.

Jesus, in fulfilling his prophetic role, makes a similar statement when he overhears some people discussing the magnificence of the temple built by King Herod. Jesus tells them that Herod’s temple will not stand forever. He goes on to say that other kingdoms will come and be destroyed by war and natural disasters. Some of these will even falsely identify themselves with the second coming of Christ. Jesus cautions us not to be fooled by them.

The message of these readings is clear. All human kingdoms are imperfect and will eventually pass away. Although we know this truth, God still calls us to be active citizens working to make our homes and our communities as caring and just as possible. Receiving Jesus in the Eucharist gives us the wisdom and strength needed for this important work. 

* * *




[bookmark: N29]Wednesday, November 29, 2023	WEDNESDAY OF
(Lec. 505)	34TH WEEK
1)	Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14,	IN ORDINARY TIME
		16-17, 23-28
2)	Luke 21:12-19
Gospel related: CCC 675

FOCUS:	By your perseverance you will secure your lives.

God desires conversion of heart and offers many messages and opportunities, especially through the seemingly meek and powerless, to call the “mighty” to repentance. Daniel revealed to King Belshazzar the meaning of his nightmares after the King had been indulging in sacred goods from the temple in Jerusalem and giving praise to false idols: You have rebelled against the Lord of heaven… the God in whose hand is your life breath and the whole course of your life, you did not glorify. The call to repentance is unmistakable, especially when Daniel adds that the kingdom’s end is near because of this blatant show of sacrilege.

Jesus warns his followers to expect persecution because of their beliefs. But he also tells us that this is our opportunity to proclaim our testimony of Christ, and that we should not cower in fear for our lives. Rather, like Daniel, we should approach any adversary with confidence and faith to speak the truth and wisdom of God and the mercy of Christ. And he goes on to say that these adversaries may not just be powerful government leaders – they may include family and friends. Yet he tells us: Not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives.

As we approach the altar of communion, may the Eucharist strengthen our faith to turn to God and give us courage to convert the hearts of others. 

* * *




[bookmark: N30]Thursday, November 30, 2023	SAINT ANDREW,
(Lec. 684)	APOSTLE
1)	Romans 10:9-18	- FEAST
2)	Matthew 4:18-22
Gospel related: CCC 878

FOCUS:	Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.

Today’s Gospel gives us two questions, neither of which can we actually answer: why Jesus called who he did, and why those he called, answered. One of these men, Andrew, is memorialized today in a feast day of the Church. And by hearing his story and that of the other early Apostles, we can see that the “why” questions are not so important. Rather, the what, where, and how give us insight into our salvation history and God’s great love for us. 

The faithfulness of Andrew and the others was strong from the start. From the moment of their call, they followed Jesus; they witnessed his preaching and healing, and eventually spread his message to the world. Tradition holds that Andrew’s ministry field was in the Mediterranean region, including what is now Crimea, and Istanbul (Cf., Church History,Eusebius of Caesarea). We may not know exactly why the Lord chose them and why they answered, but the living Church today is heir to the abundant fruit of their call.

We might also today reflect on our own vocation – that is, our call and response. Each of us has been created in God’s image, and our baptism anoints us to serve God in this world. He knows us and the amazing things we are capable of. When we follow Jesus with our unique giftedness, we can live to our full potential. 

Saint Teresa of Ávila once reflected that our hands, our feet, and our bodies are the only ones that Christ has to serve the world today. When we see suffering, when we see pain, when we see longing for better things, Jesus is calling us to respond. Our Gospel today reminds us not to sell ourselves short and to realize how capable we are to make a difference in this world.

As we continue our liturgy, let us pray that we may use our gifts to better serve the Church. Each one of us is part of this body of Christ, and the Church needs us to grow and to serve the world. 

* * *
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[bookmark: D1]Friday, December 1, 2023	FRIDAY OF
(Lec. 507)	34th WEEK
1)	Daniel 7:2-14	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 21:29-33

FOCUS:	God’s dominion is everlasting, and his kingship shall not be destroyed.

Today’s first reading may initially seem rather foreboding as we are told of Daniel’s vision of four great beasts, each one more fearsome than the last. But then we hear that the most fearsome of beasts was slain and its body thrown into the fire to be burnt up. And the other beasts...lost their dominion. 

Our foreboding is turned to hope, andDaniel recounts seeingthe Ancient One take his rightful throne, his power and glory greater than anything else in creation. And one like a son of man is presented to the Ancient One and is givendominion, glory, and kingship. 

Daniel was prophesying Christ’sglorious victory over sin and death. We are no longer separated from the One who called us into being and into relationship with him. Christ’s triumph is everlasting and indestructible, and we who belong to himcan hope to share in that for eternity.

Jesus is relaying that hope in the parable he tells his disciples. Buds burstingmeanssummer is soon to arrive. Just so, Jesus’ presence among them means the kingdom of God is near. If we trust and believe what the world shows usthrough nature and creation, how much more ought we trust the One whose Word it was that brought creation forth! All things of this world may pass away, but his words –the Word – will never pass away.

Lofty ideas and fantastic visions – these can all seem a bit much, no? But these allegories and parables, these visions and prophecies, help us remember the message. And the message is not lofty but earthy: God humbled himself to become one of us, to enter into our battle against sin and deathso that nothing would ever separate us from him again.

Our role is simple. Not easy, but simple:See him; believe in him; follow him. Love as he commands.For the kingdom of God is near. It is here. And it is forever.


* * *




[bookmark: D2]Saturday, December 2, 2023	SATURDAY OF
(Lec. 508)	34th WEEK
1)	Daniel 7:15-27	IN ORDINARY TIME
2)	Luke 21:34-36	(Saturday in honor
			of BVM)
Gospel related: CCC 22612

FOCUS:	Faith draws us closer to the hope of the kingdom of God.

Today is the last day before Advent begins. For those who are counting, there are only 23 more days until Christmas. For some of us, this is a nerve-wracking time as we scramble to put up decorations, find the perfect gifts, and prepare the house to welcome friends and family. This is all well and good, but today’s readings caution against over-doing it, especially as Jesus teaches us to beware ofthe anxieties of daily life. Perhaps he is speaking to us about the anxieties we might have today.

There is fantastic imagery in today’s reading from the prophet Daniel. Imagine those beasts with their horns and bronze claws and iron teeth! The beasts try to distract God’s people from where their hearts should be set. Thankfully, the time of the beasts is fleeting, for the kingdom of the Most High will come and it will be everlasting. All the anxieties that trouble our hearts will be vanquished by the peace that comes only from God.

How do we release our anxieties and trust in what God has to offer? Jesus tells us to pray. It is not always easy to have the focus and concentration to remain in prayer. The Apostles themselves could not stay awake to pray with Jesus during his agony in the garden. The catechism teaches that Jesus calls his hearers to conversion and faith, but also to watchfulness (CCC 2612). As we begin Advent, may our reception of the Eucharist release us from all anxiety, and set our hearts to be with Jesus in everlasting life. May we be faithful and keep watch – hopeful in the knowledge that God’s kingdom draws near andstriving to love in service to our neighbors and to God.

* * *



YEAR B
WEEKDAYS II


[bookmark: D3]SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2023	FIRST SUNDAY
(Lec. 2)		OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7
2)	1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3)	Mark 13:33-37
Gospel related: CCC 672, 2849

FOCUS:	Let us be on the watch for Christ’s return.

In the Gospel today Jesus tells his disciples to be alert, to be ready, and to watch. In short, he tells them to be full of hope. How ready are we? How full of hope?

Jesus compares himself to a master of the house who has gone traveling abroad, leaving others behind in charge of his household. We can assume a few things about their responsibilities. They should guard the property, keep it up, and care for the land. But this is not all. Jesus today focuses on the stance that these servants ought to take up, their posture so to speak. He says they ought to be ready to welcome the master home at a moment's notice. They should be alert and watchful. They should not only be good stewards – maintaining and caring for the household – they should be oriented toward the master at all times, eagerly hoping for his return. 

Advent is a season of hope, and this parable makes clear that our hope cannot be passive. Hope is an activity for the Christian, not simply a passive state of being.

Hope is one of the theological virtues, and like the other virtues it requires action. To be virtuous first requires building up a sort of habit of doing the good– a state of being which is inclined to do the good. The courageous person is ready to face his or her fear and fight for the good. In this way, virtues such as hope are a sort of passive state of being. But virtues are also activities. They must be actualized – made real – by some specific action. The courageous person must not only be ready to face his or herfear, but must actually feel some specific fear and actually pursue the good in spite of it. 

Hope is a desire, a longing, for some future and difficult-to-obtain happiness. Ultimately, it is a longing for nothing less than the return of Christ and our eternal union with him. This is the posture, the attitude, that Jesus describes in the servants of the traveling master. It is not enough for them to be good stewards of the house who passively wait for his coming. They should be on the watch – actively looking for him.

Christians during this Advent season must be fully alive and fully engaged. We must be active in our pursuit of the Lord, looking around every corner and eager for his return. We must be people of hope!

* * *


[bookmark: D4]Monday, December 4, 2023	MONDAY
(Lec. 175)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 2:1-5	- FIRST WEEK
2)	Matthew 8:5-11	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint John Damascene,
			Priest and Doctor
			of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 543, 1386, 2610

FOCUS:	Let us prepare to welcome Jesus.

Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed.These words of the centurion in today’s Gospel should sound familiar, as we proclaim a very similar version of it at each Mass.  

The faith of the centurion is inspiring. Here he is,a man of authority, with soldiers who are subject to him. He wields a fair amount of power. He is important, and he is Roman – not Jewish – and yet he sees who Jesus is. He realizes that even his authorityand power pale in comparison to that which Jesus holds. It is a remarkable act of humility for the centurion to seek out the healing touch of Jesus. And then when Jesus responds, he sees his own brokenness and unworthiness, and offers those memorable words of both lament and trust.

What a beautiful thing to have this direct connection between someone who lived and breathed the same air as Jesus on this earth, and all who in present timeslive and breathe in the Spirit of Christ!The centurion’s words are our words, and we who speak to Jesusin the Mass are sharing in the same sorrow and yet hope-filled faith that he held. What a gift to have his words be an example for, and inspiration to,an active, living, trusting relationship with the Lord.

When we approach the throne of grace to receive our Lord in the Eucharist, may we take those precious moments immediately before to prepare our hearts and minds.  Let us remember that we, too, are not worthy, but only through his Word will our souls be healed. It is a great grace to receive our Lord under our roof, in our soul. Let us make ourselves ready, and prepare to welcome him.

* * *




[bookmark: D5]Tuesday, December 5, 2023	TUESDAY
(Lec. 176)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 11:1-10	- FIRST WEEK
2)	Luke 10:21-24
Gospel related: CCC 1083, 2603

FOCUS:	Jesus is from the Root of Jesse.

One of the seven Great Antiphons, or “O Antiphons,” chanted in the Roman Church in the last days of Advent is O Radix Jesse, or O Root of Jesse: “O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before you kings will shut their mouths, to you the nations will make their prayer: Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.” These ancient prayers address Jesus using a Messianic title found in the writings of the prophets of Israel.

Isaiah prophesies of the root of Jesse, as we just heard: On that day, A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom. Jesse was the father of David, the king of Israel whom God described as a man after my own heart (1 Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22). 

King David’s son Solomon succeeded him as monarch, but he fell away from the One True God, and God withdrew his favor and protection. When Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, inherited the throne, a civil war broke out and the united kingdom of Israel ended in 930 B.C.

Jesse’s family – one that had once included the kings of Israel – was now a stump; cut off, and dead. One might think God’s promises to David would go unfulfilled. One would be wrong, of course, for God is never outdone in his generosity. Against the division that sin brings, God had promised to unite the kingdoms, and On that day, The root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the nation, would come forth to reign over a reunited kingdom (Is 11:10-16).

The root of Jesse is revealed in time to be Jesus: the Christ; the Messiah. His genealogy, beginning with Abraham, and recounted in Matthew’s Gospel, names Jesse (Mt 1:6). For 26 generations after Jesse, salvation history proceeds, and then comes Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ (Mt 1:16).

We are blessed to be heirs of God’s promise. We are blessed, as Jesus says in the Gospel, to have eyes that see what [we] see, for many prophets and kings desired to see what [we] see, but did not see it, and to hear what [we] hear, but did not hear it.

* * *




[bookmark: D6]Wednesday, December 6, 2023	WEDNESDAY
(Lec. 177)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 25:6-10a	- FIRST WEEK
2)	Matthew 15:29-37	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Nicholas,
			Bishop)
Gospel related: CCC 1329, 1335

FOCUS:	Behold our God … This is the Lord ... let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!

Imagine hearing the words of Isaiah, in our first reading, in a famous actor’s voice. On this mountain … and On that day … Here, on Mount Zion, the geographical bulwark of Jerusalem, the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples ... he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples – that is, sin and death. Death will be destroyed forever and all tears – of mourning, fearfulness, and weariness – wiped away.

Even today, perhaps having heard these words before, and knowing what the fulfillment of those prophetic words looked like in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, they still can evoke in us a profound sense of gratitude, wonder, and even joy. What an absurd notion, to our human understanding, that God – the Lord of hosts – would still be faithful to us, his people, after all we had done. That he would come at us, again and again, with commitment (the covenant), help (the law), assistance (prophets, judges, and kings), and always, ultimately, and abundantly, with love (his Son).

We encounter this love as God in human flesh in today’s Gospel surrounded not by pomp and royalty but the lame, the blind, the deformed, [and] the mute. Jesus heals, and feels the burden of pity for all he sees, and he feeds them. 

Jesus takes what he has and multiplies it in a miracle of love, and the abundance overflows to include baskets of leftover fragments. It was a table of plenty set for anyone else who might come – who needed to come.  

And here we are. We have come to that table. We have heard the prophetic pronouncement and we have experienced the healing power of God. So maybe we don’t need a voice-actor after all – for we have our own voices. Forged in the fire of the Holy Spirit and the water of baptism, our voices are strong and they have the weight of truth behind them. This day, and every day, we should proclaim to the world: Behold our God ... This is the Lord ... let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!

* * *




[bookmark: D7]Thursday, December 7, 2023	THURSDAY
(Lec. 178)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 26:1-6	- FIRST WEEK
2)	Matthew 7:21, 24-27	(OBL MEM
			Saint Ambrose,
			Bishop and Doctor
			of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 443, 1821, 1970, 2611, 2826 CSDC 70

FOCUS:	The Lord is an eternal Rock. 

Today’s readings speak to the connection between faith and justice, prayer and action. Jesus tells his disciples that only the one who does the will of his Father in heaven will enter the kingdom of heaven. It is not enough to pray, Lord, Lord; we must hear the word of the Lord and act on it. 

There is no part of our lives the Gospel of salvation cannot touch. There is no area in which we are not called to live out Gospel values, whether we work in finance or production, trade or business, politics or law, culture or communications. The Church has both the duty and the right to proclaim the Gospel in the context of society (see CSDC 70).  

Today’s readings offer us the image of God as an eternal rock – a strong foundation to build upon andOnewho provides protection from the storm. Those in high places will be humbled. They will be trampled as dust under the feet of the poor and needy. Those who hear the word of the Lord and do not act on it are like those who build on sand– to be washed away. 

This season of Advent invites us to consider whether the Lord is our foundation or whether we have built our lives upon something else. Are we living the Gospel in every area of our lives? As we wait in joyful hope for the coming of the Lord, let us ask God to show us his will and pray for the endurance to act on it come what may.

* * *

[bookmark: D8]Friday, December 8, 2023	THE IMMACULATE
(Lec. 689)	CONCEPTION OF THE
1)	Genesis 3:9-15, 20	BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
2)	Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12	(Patronal Feast day
3)	Luke 1:26-38	of the
			United States of America)
			- SOLEMNITY
			[Holyday of Obligation]
Gospel related: CCC 64, 148, 269, 273, 276, 332, 430, 437, 484, 486, 488, 490, 491, 494, 497, 505, 510, 559, 697, 706, 709, 723, 2571, 2617, 2677, 2812, 2827, 2856 CSDC 59

FOCUS:	Hail Mary, full of grace.

On Dec. 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of original sin.”

Today’s solemnity is the celebration of Mary’s miraculous beginning: the mystery that Mary, by the power of Jesus Christ, was free from original sin from the moment of her conception. In preserving Mary from original sin, Christ frees her from all separation from God, which is what sin is.

This freedom ensured not only that Christ would enter the world uncorrupted in his human nature by the stain of original sin, but that Mary herself would enjoy perfect and profound freedom in Christ. This, of course, is what we are all called to, and must strive to attain.

Mary is, as the angel Gabriel declares, full of grace. She is completely and perfectly filled with grace; there is no room for sin. Nothing separates her from God. 

She has complete freedom, unencumbered by the walls of sin. “The Virgin Mary ‘cooperated through free faith and obedience in human salvation’ (LG 56). She uttered her yes ‘in the name of all human nature’ (St. Thomas Aquinas,SThIII, 30, 1). By her obedience she became the new Eve, mother of the living” (CCC 511).

Only this freedom is enough if God is going to ask Mary to be the mother of his Son. If God is going to call her to such a role in salvation history, she must be allowed to choose it freely and so he gives her the gift of this perfect freedom. 

With this gift, she says yes to God in every moment, including the all-important moment of the Annunciation. Saint Irenaeus, a 2nd century Bishop of Lyons, wrote this about Mary: “Mary, betrothed to a man but nevertheless still a virgin, being obedient, was made the cause of salvation for herself and for the whole human race …Thus, the knot of Eve's disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary.What the virgin Eve had bound in unbelief, the Virgin Mary loosed through faith" (Against Heresies, 3.22.4).

Our Holy Mother also leads us into this grace, this holiness, this freedom and obedience. She is the first to receive this miraculous gift, but she always leads where Christ is also inviting us. Just as he asked Mary in the Annunciation, God also asks you and me to say yes to receiving his Son. Just as Mary was the first to carry the Good News of the Incarnation to her cousin Elizabeth, God also asks us to go and share the Gospel with others.

And on this feast we remember that we, too, are meant to be perfected in freedom in Christ. In baptism, we are healed from original sin. In confession, God removes all that keeps us from his love and goodness. And in this Eucharist, we are filled with Christ’s true presence, which helps make less room for sin. May our Holy Mother continue to lead us to her Son as we celebrate this sacred feast. 


* * *


[bookmark: D9]Saturday, December 9, 2023	SATURDAY
(Lec. 180)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26	- FIRST WEEK
2)	Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)
Gospel related: CCC 543, 1509, 2121, 2443, 2611 CSDC 184, 259

FOCUS:	We are called to teach, to proclaim, and to cure.

In today’s Gospel passage from Matthew, Jesus does three key things: He teaches in synagogues, he proclaims the Gospel, and he cures every disease and illness. When he sees the crowds of people who yearn to be part of this, he is moved by pity. He then gives authority to the Twelve to do as he was doing: teaching, proclaiming, and curing. 

Jesus was teaching the crowd in a way that no one had ever taught them before. He was teaching them God’s love for them. He also proclaimed to them of the kingdom of God – that a new time was at hand. Whatever struggles they were facing in their lives, the times were changing. A new era was upon them. He cured them of illnesses they were likely afflicted with their whole lives. Jesus was directly showing them the power of the Gospel.

In its essence, the Gospel describes the foundations of what it means to be a disciple. We are called to follow Jesus’ example, and to share the gift of faith that has been shared with us. We often think of Advent as a time of waiting, but it is not a passive time. As we prepare for the arrival of Christ, we pay more attention to following in his footsteps so we might grow even closer to him. 

As we celebrate the Eucharist today, may we deepen our commitment to teach, to proclaim, and to cure. May this holy supper strengthen us on our road to discipleship, bringing hope to the world around us.

* * *


[bookmark: D10]SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2023	SECOND SUNDAY
(Lec. 5)		OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
2)	2 Peter 3:8-14
3)	Mark 1:1-8
Gospel related: CCC 422, 515

FOCUS:	Let us repent of our sins and open our heart to the Lord’s mercy.

As we continue our journey through the season of Advent and light the second candle of our wreath, today’s Gospel focuses our attention on John the Baptist, the one who prepared the way for Jesus, the last of the prophets. 

John the Baptist appears on the scene in the desert, baptizing people in the Jordan River. To us this might sound like an interesting side fact, but to the Jews of that time, this location would have held great significance. Remember the Exodus story? God freed his people from slavery in Egypt, and led them out into the desert where they ended up wandering for 40 years because of their disobedience –they didn’t trust that the God who fought for them and destroyed the Egyptians would fulfill his promise and deliver the Promised Land to them. 

When those 40 years of wandering in the desert came to an end, it was at the Jordan River, beyond which was the Promised Land which the Lord was now going to give to the Israelites. The river Jordan was a place that separated sin and penance on one side and reward and blessing on the other. John the Baptist was carrying out his message regarding the necessity of repentance in a place that itself spoke to his audience of both the consequences of sin and the mercy of God.

Another interesting feature of John the Baptist is his choice of clothing. Let’s just say he was not given to following the latest fashion, even for the first century! But this attire and his diet would have reminded his audience of the prophet Elijah. And one of the best known stories about this prophet was the contest with the prophets of Baal, the conclusion of which was God’s triumph, showing that he is truly the Lord God, the only God. Sadly, however, the Israelites turned away from this truth over time, embracing the lifestyle of their neighbors, turning away from the covenant with God, which is how they ended up in exile. It is another reminder of the terrible consequences of sin and the importance of repentance.

Perhaps we feel we don’t really need to be reminded that sin can have terrible consequences in our lives. But if we want to prepare and make room in our hearts for Christ, we would do well to heed the call of God’s word and examine our consciences, asking ourselves whether we have become too cozy with secular life and what it has to offer at the cost of living a life of holiness and devotion to God. And we can make this examination confident that the Lord is patient and merciful toward his children, that he desires our salvation, and has gone to incredible lengths to extend this gift to us. All we need to do is open our hearts to him.

* * *


[bookmark: D11]Monday, December 11, 2023	MONDAY
(Lec. 181)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 35:1-10	- SECOND WEEK
2)	Luke 5:17-26	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Damasus I,
			Pope)
Gospel related: CCC 1116

FOCUS:	Through faith in God we see the incredible every day.

The imagery in our first reading is luxuriant. The prophet Isaiah encourages the people with this lush description of abundant flowers, joyful song, bursting streams, rivers, and pools in a burning, thirsty desert, and a marshland for grasses. And amid all this terrestrial abundance will come corporeal mercy and healing: the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will leap, and the mute will sing. 

This is what God promises his people, and Isaiah says to them, Be strong, fear not! Here is your God … he comes to save you. The description rings with a joy that only our most faithful God can bring. 

God’s promise is made literally evident in today’s Gospel passage. First it is so in the person and presence of Jesus Christ – God’s own Son. But it is also present in the activity around Jesus. A paralyzed man, brought to Jesus by his friends, stands up, picks up his stretcher, and walks away. The lame will leap ... 

But the blind and deaf do not seem yet to have overcome their limitations. The religious teachers object to Jesus declaring that the man’s sins are forgiven. In their view, rituals in the Jerusalem temple overseen by priests are the only vehicle for knowing one’s sins are forgiven. These kinds of things certainly do not happen through the words of an itinerant healer.

What they cannot see, or truly hear, in Jesus’ words is that all healing is connected because it all comes from God. The forgiveness of the paralyzed man, the faith and determination of his friends, and the physical healing all arise from the vast ocean of God’s love, and all are connected. The friends’ faith and its results show that we never travel this path of faith alone; what we do, whether we act courageously or compassionately, or conversely, cowardly, affects us all. 

Be strong, fear not, here is our God. Let us, like the friends in the Gospel, come to this table expecting the incredible things God so wants to give.  

* * *

[bookmark: D12]Tuesday, December 12, 2023	OUR LADY
(Lec. 690A)	OF GUADALUPE
1)	Zechariah 2:14-17	- USA: FEAST
		or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab
2)	Luke 1:26-38
		or Luke 1:39-47
NOTE: Or any readings from the Lectionary for Mass (vol. IV), the Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712.

Gospel related: CCC 64, 148, 269, 273, 276, 332, 430, 437, 448, 484, 486, 488, 490, 491, 494, 495, 497, 505, 510, 523, 559, 697, 706, 709, 717, 722, 723, 2097, 2571, 2617, 2619, 2675, 2676, 2677, 2812, 2827, 2856 CSDC 59

FOCUS:	Mary serves as our model of relationship with the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Today, the Church celebrates the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Almost 1,500 years after Mary walked this earth, she appeared to Juan Diego on the hill of Tepeyac, in Mexico. This appearance revealed Mary to be a woman who continues to walk alongside humanity, accompanying us on our journey. She also serves as a model of relationship with the Triune Godas daughter of the Father, a disciple of Christ, and a vessel of the Holy Spirit. 

When the angel Gabriel visited Mary – the scene of today’s Gospel – Mary was only a teenager. Yet she was the recipient of God’s meritless grace, chosen for the work at hand by God’s divine action. She was a daughter of God, adopted by grace. In saying “yes” to God’s plan for her to bear Jesus to the world, she embraced what was to come, whatever it might be. 

Mary also serves as a model for us in her relationship with Jesus. Not only was she his mother, she was also the first and preeminent disciple, preceding the Twelve appointed by Christ. At the wedding feast in Cana, Mary announced to the steward, Do whatever he tells you.Mary followed in the footsteps of her Son, all the way to the foot of the cross, where she modeled discipleship in the face of immense anguish and tribulation.

Finally, Mary’s relationship with the Holy Spirit is one of both submission and empowerment. She assented to the work of the Spirit in her and he in turn empowered Mary to be a living vessel of God’s love, and to bring forth his Son into human history. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe shows us that Mary need not be a symbol or idol who resides above humanity, for it is her lowliness and humility that serve as paramount examples for today’s believers. Mary fully shared our human lot and continues to point us to God – as daughter of the Father, disciple of Jesus, and vessel of the Holy Spirit. 

* * *




[bookmark: D13]Wednesday, December 13, 2023	WEDNESDAY
(Lec. 183)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 40:25-31	- SECOND WEEK
2)	Matthew 11:28-30	(OBL MEM
			Saint Lucy,
			Virgin and Martyr)
Gospel related: CCC 459, 1615, 1658

FOCUS:	Find strength and hope in God.

It is providential that these Scripture readings about weariness occur during the middle of Advent. All of the activities of the season can be taxing. It can also be emotionally draining as we remember loved ones who have passed away or we suffer family conflicts. So let’s attend to the Good News we find even in these words about weariness and stress!

The first bit of Good News is in the excitement exhibited by Isaiah. We can imagine him as we might picture an excited and breathless someone who has just discovered a most glorious treasure and has come to tell us: Do you not know, or have you not heard? The passion and elation are palpable here. The Lord is the eternal God ... he does not faint nor grow weary. In fact, he gives strength to the fainting; for the weak he makes vigor abound. 

And perhaps most important, this promise to all who hear: They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar as with eagles’ wings; They will run and not grow weary. What comfort! What alleviation of anxiety! We can feel that visceral, all-encompassing, sigh of existential relief these words provide. 

This is not meant to be a platitude, nor to be dismissive of real, human, worldly problems. Isaiah was addressing a nation that had been in exile for 70 years, after all. People get sick; financial troubles weigh on our minds; relationships fall apart; natural and moral evils make headlines every day. Life is hard! 

But here is the larger bit of Good News: God, who is the source of all that is good, has given us his Son, Jesus. He is the Hope God promised of old, and that gives us strength. And he says to us, Come to me … take my yoke upon you … and you will find rest. In him we find our strength and are renewed in body, mind, and spirit.

Life is hard, but it is harder without God’s help. Run to him, rejoice in him, lean on him. 

* * *




[bookmark: D14]Thursday, December 14, 2023	THURSDAY
(Lec. 184)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 41:13-20	- SECOND WEEK
2)	Matthew 11:11-15	(OBL MEM
			Saint John of the Cross,
			Priest and Doctor
			of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 523, 719

FOCUS:	Whoever has ears ought to hear.

In today’s passage from Isaiah, we hear some of the most beautiful promises that God makes to his people, and which speak to some of the deepest longings of humanity: The Lord God grasping us by the hand, telling us to fear not – and then emphatically saying “I will” eight times: I will help… I will make… I will answer… I will open up… I will plant. God also says he will not forsake them.  

These passages are certainly comforting. After all, who wants to live in fear? Who doesn’t want to be taken care of? But if we examine this passage more carefully, we realize it’s about more than just comfort. Perhaps God makes these promises because he knows that fear can have a debilitating effect on people; it is the opposite of the faith and trust in him that God desires for us to have. If we are living in fear it means we have taken our eyes off of Jesus and his promises; it becomes impossible to further the kingdom. 

In Jesus, the poetic hopes and dreams of the first reading are realized. But first we must truly listen and respond to his Word. As he says in today’s Gospel: Whoever has ears ought to hear. He alludes to the radical nature of living the Christian life, saying: Among those born of women, there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he. What a privilege and an honor it is to be counted as part of God’s kingdom! It is about turning our lives over to God and not living for ourselves.

As we prepare to receive the Eucharist, we can be confident that Jesus meets us where we are, at this moment, in this liturgy. But he also calls us to remember who we are, and whose we are: God’s beloved sons and daughters. 

* * *




[bookmark: D15]Friday, December 15, 2023	FRIDAY
(Lec. 185)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 48:17-19	- SECOND WEEK
2)	Matthew 11:16-19

FOCUS:	Trust in God, even in trying times, for he is ever-faithful. 

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah is speaking to the Jewish people toward the end of the Babylonian exile. They have been in captivity and separated from their homeland for more than 70 years. Though they have every reason to despair, Isaiah urges them to keep their faith in God and follow his commandments. This is a big ask!

It is a request that the crowds around Jesus have failed to properly answer. Jesus criticizes their inability to understand what they are supposed to do, and their ambivalence toward John the Baptist and him. He wants them to put their trust in him because of what they have seen and heard. His works are his vindication; they are the testimony that he is the wisdom of God, the promised Messiah.

The type of despair and doubt these readings portray can also be a stumbling block for us in our own lives. But Jesus challenges us to not settle for complacency, but rather to embrace his truth and be changed by it. Through the power of the Advocate, God’s Holy Spirit, we have the ability to be agents of God’s salvation in the world today. Through our baptism, we share in the mission of the Church to help build God’s kingdom on earth.

At times our world can seem like a bleak place. How can we make a difference when there is so much violence and pain? Jesus came to offer us his life-giving Spirit, and it is up to us to answer his call every day to share this Spirit, this truth, with others. God challenges us to have faith in his power to save. Like the Jewish people at the time of their exile, we must remember God’s promise: If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would be like a river. 

Let us express our faith in God and his saving power at this liturgy as we prepare to receive him in the Eucharist. 

* * *




[bookmark: D16]Saturday, December 16, 2023	SATURDAY
(Lec. 186)	OF ADVENT
1)	Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11	- SECOND WEEK
2)	Matthew 17:9a, 10-13
Gospel related: CCC 718

FOCUS:	Listen to the prophets and follow the signs. Christ is coming.

Many of the Gospel readings we hear during the season of Advent feature John the Baptist. In an earlier chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, we learn of the baptism of Christ performed by John the Baptist. Standing in the water at the Jordan River, John baptizes Jesus. As he does this, the heavens open and God speaks. God speaks out loud for all to hear, acknowledging Jesus as his beloved Son (3:17). 

Today’s Gospel account directly follows the Transfiguration of Christ. High on the mountain, Jesus is transfigured with white garments and bright light. Jesus converses with Elijah and Moses while the disciples fall prostrate in fear. The heavens again open and the voice of God repeats, This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him (17:5).

The Transfiguration not only supports the identity of Jesus as the Son of God as at his baptism, but the added statement, listen to him, identifies him as the messenger and mouthpiece of God. Jesus is greater than Moses and Elijah. In the Transfiguration, God assigns to Jesus a special honor and glory. It is the turning point at which God exalts Jesus above all other powers in creation, and positions him as ruler and judge. While the disciples await for Elijah to come again, Jesus explains that Elijah came and was mistreated, and Jesus, too, will suffer, die, and rise from the dead. Everything will be revealed in time. 

At Advent, we prepare for Christ’s coming. The kingdom of heaven is almost at hand. We must prepare. This is the expectation shared by John the Baptist and the Church during this holy season. Repent, and prepare the way! 

* * *



[bookmark: d17]SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023	THIRD SUNDAY
(Lec. 8)		OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
2)	1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
3)	John 1:6-8, 19-28
Gospel related: CCC 575, 613, 717, 719 CSDC 121

FOCUS:	We rejoice always because in Christ we have Good News.

Today we light the pink candle of joy for Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of rejoicing. Rejoice always, Paul teaches in the second reading. Always, he says. Now today we may do so because Christmas is almost here, but rejoice always? Is this even possible? It is!

Isaiah is overjoyed because the Spirit of the Lord is upon him and sends him to do good works such as healing, proclaiming liberty, and bringing the news of God’s vindication to his people. Isaiah knows the Lord is with him and gives him great work to do. 

In the responsorial psalm today, where the verses are actually from the Gospel of Luke, not the psalms themselves, Mary is full of joy because the Lord has looked upon her lowliness and done great things for her. She will be the mother of Christ and all generations will call her blessed. Like Isaiah, Mary knows the Lord is with her and gives her great meaning and purpose. 

John seems to delight in his mission and purpose as he cries out: Make straight the way of the Lord. In dark days for his people, John testifies to Christ, the light, so that others may have hope and believe through him. Again, John lives out the purpose given to him and knows the Lord is at hand.

Isaiah, Mary, John, and Paul rejoice because they know the Lord is with them and working through them. They have Good News and they glory in sharing it. What is our good news to share? Perhaps like Isaiah we have good news about meaningful work or service we have been called to. Perhaps like Mary we have good news about the family or friends we have been blessed with. Or perhaps times are currently dark, but like John we have good news about a future filled with hope in Christ. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in all circumstances give thanks, Paul teaches. We do not do so because our unceasing prayers are always answered, or because we are thankful for circumstances that are always in our favor. We do so because in Christ we always have Good News to share. It may not be as dramatic as the news we heard in today’s readings, but it is personal and meaningful for us, because we know how the Lord has blessed us and given our lives meaning and purpose.  

In the darkness of Advent and always, we look to the light of Christ and exult in the Good News we have in him. In our rejoicing we come to the Lord unceasingly with our needs, as we do now in our petitions. And we give thanks, as we do now in the Eucharist, for all of God’s gifts, especially the gift of his Son. 

[bookmark: d18]Monday, December 18, 2023	MONDAY
(Lec. 194)	OF ADVENT
1)	Jeremiah 23:5-8	- THIRD WEEK
2)	Matthew 1:18-25
Gospel related: CCC 333, 430, 437, 452, 486, 497, 744, 1507, 1846, 2666, 2812

FOCUS:	The Lord our Justice.

Jeremiah prophesies the Lord raising a righteous shoot to David, who will do what is just and right in the land. They shall call him The Lord our Justice. 

The Lord our Justice –Jehovah Tsidkenu (yeh-ho-vaw ‘tsid-kay’-noo ): one of nine names for God, found in Scripture,which begin with Jehovah and are then followed by an attribute of God. God is just, and therefore he is The Lord, our Justice. 

This could not be a more appropriate topic for where we are in Advent, and who we are as a people of God. For it is through and in that justice that God’s plan of salvation is fully revealed in his Son. The Son, of whom it is said, Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

We who merit nothing on our own for salvation, and whose sinfulness cries out for retribution and punishment as justice, receive instead mercy. Saint Thomas Aquinas explains it this way: “God acts mercifully, not indeed by going against his justice, but by doing something more than justice; thus a man who pays another two hundred pieces of money, though owing him only one hundred, does nothing against justice, but acts liberally or mercifully. The case is the same with one who pardons an offense committed against him, for in remitting it he may be said to bestow a gift ... Hence it is clear that mercy does not destroy justice, but in a sense is the fullness thereof. Thus it is said, “Mercy exalts itself above judgment” (Jas 2:13)” (Summa Theologiae I:21:3). 

It is almost impossible to wrap our heads around this concept, especially in a world that holds so much divisiveness, litigiousness, and a seemingly over-developed need for revenge and “cancellation.” The Lord gives us every gift and we return the favor by throwing these gifts at each other. 

In this upcoming Christmas season, let’s not do that – literally or metaphorically. Instead, allow the gifts of justice and mercy to come to us in the Christ child, and lead us to a better life in imitation of what we have been given. Allow him to truly be our Lord of Justice.

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk138853183]

[bookmark: d19]Tuesday, December 19, 2023	TUESDAY
(Lec. 195)	OF ADVENT
1)	Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a	- THIRD WEEK
2)	Luke 1:5-25
Gospel related: CCC 332, 523, 696, 716, 717, 718, 724, 1070, 2684

FOCUS:	The Lord brings goodness and new life. 

It is impossible not to see some similarities in the Scriptures we just heard telling of the births of John the Baptist, herald of the Christ, and Samson, the last judge of Israel. Both were born to elderly and formerly childless parents, John to the elderly and righteous Elizabeth and Zechariah, and Samson to the wife of Manoah. Both had their births foretold by an angel and so have been seen in our Tradition as fore-runners to Christ himself, having been consecrated to the Lord from the very beginning. 

By presenting these accounts to us today, so close to our celebration of the birth of God’s Son, the Church provides us a particular insight into the ways of God, and his faithfulness. We see the difficulties these two childless couples faced, especially as they got older. There was no one to help them in their daily activities; no one to care for them as they aged. There was no one to inherit any wealth or property they might have, and thus their lineage, material goods, and success were at stake. They were vulnerable and had no one to “save them,” so to speak. 

If we think about it, at the time of Christ’s birth, we as God’s people as a whole were just like these couples. We were making our way through the world, trying to be faithful to the law while navigating the world without a safety net – a shepherd to help out in the home, as it were. We knew the promise of God for land and progeny and yet, like these couples who were barren and did not bear children, our sinfulness and disobedience made us barren of good fruit for the nation of God’s chosen people.

And so the Lord, in his mercy, faithfulness, and exceeding generosity, gave us a child; a Son. One who would inherit the kingdom and make us coheirs of it. One who would shepherd us in our days, comfort us in our aging, and secure our future. As we continue to prepare for his birth this Advent season, may God’s Spirit consecrate us, too, and fill our hearts with courage to do his holy will. 

* * *


[bookmark: _Hlk138859028]

[bookmark: d20]Wednesday, December 20, 2023	WEDNESDAY
(Lec. 196)	OF ADVENT
1)	Isaiah 7:10-14	- THIRD WEEK
2)	Luke 1:26-38
Gospel related: CCC 64, 148, 269, 273, 276, 332, 430, 437, 484, 486, 488, 490, 491, 494, 497, 505, 510, 559, 697, 706, 709, 723, 2571, 2617, 2677, 2812, 2827, 2856 CSDC 59

FOCUS:	Jesus became one of us that we in turn might be with him forever. 

In both our first reading and the Gospel, we hear that a virgin is to conceive and bear a son. The Annunciation narrative, which names Mary as the mother of the son, gives rise to and emphasizes language that helps us understand the two natures of Jesus, his divinity and humanity. Jesus is fully divine and fully human.  

It is this wording about Jesus that delineates that he is one person with two natures: Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. This line highlights that Jesus is in fact fully human. Mary is to bear him in her womb as her own son. She will give Jesus his heart of flesh. He, in his humanity, is formed as we are formed in our mother’s womb. Jesus is fully human.

Further on in the Gospel we hear, Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. Jesus is fully divine.  He is not only a son to Mary, he is also the Son of God and of his Kingdom there will be no end. One divine person, two natures.

Jesus, in his humanity, experiences life as we would, but for sin. He humbled himself to such a great extent that he could live with us, pointing us to the way of the Father. Jesus, in his divinity, redeems the world. In him we find not only our Savior and Redeemer, but we also find a model for all humanity in every aspect of life.  

Through Adam and Eve’s disobedience sin entered the world; through Mary’s obedience Jesus enters the world; through Jesus, redemption begins and is won in the world, and sin and death are defeated. Jesus comes to be one of us, to show us the way to the Father, and to reconcile us to himself so that, in our humanity, we might be with him forever. 

* * *



[bookmark: d21]Thursday, December 21, 2023	THURSDAY
(Lec. 197)	OF ADVENT
1)	Song of Songs 2:8-14	- THIRD WEEK
		or Zephaniah 3:14-18a	(Opt. Mem.
2)	Luke 1:39-45	Saint Peter Canisius,
			Priest and Doctor
			of the Church)
Gospel related: CCC 148, 448, 495, 523, 717, 2676, 2677

FOCUS:	Let us make ready to be filled with joy and welcome Jesus into our lives, who will make all things new.

We are just a few days from Christmas and the Scriptures for Mass, as well as for Liturgy of the Hours, are infused more and more with scenes of anticipation, wonder, and joy. In the first reading we hear,Hark! My lover – here he comes, springing across the mountains, leaping across the hills. The lover and the beloved are both clearly looking forward to their encounter. So, too, Christ and his Church joyfully aspire to their communion. Christ has come once into human history, and we will soon celebrate that. He will come again, and we contemplate that moment and watch for it. 

The Gospel scene with Mary and Elizabeth fits right into this theme as well. Unexpectedly expecting in her advanced age, Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit as Mary approached her. The child within her, John the Baptist, leaps with joy. She exclaims, How does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Inspired by the Spirit, Elizabeth recognizes that Mary is not simply with child but carrying the Savior of the world. And that fact joyfully changes everything. 

The lover and beloved; Mary and Elizabeth. Two sets of two who share mutual affection, love, and joy. As we prepare to encounter Jesus in the Eucharist, let us ask God for hearts for the same openness and vulnerability we find in their encounters. Let us be unabashedly in love with our Lord, and freely allow ourselves to be loved – truly loved – by him.  And may we therefore be prepared to joyously receive here with us the Lord who makes all things new. 

[bookmark: D22]Friday, December 22, 2023	FRIDAY
(Lec. 198)	OF ADVENT
1)	1 Samuel 1:24-28	- THIRD WEEK
2)	Luke 1:46-56
Gospel related: CCC 148, 273, 422, 706, 722, 971, 2097, 2465, 2599, 2619, 2675, 2676, 2807, 2827 CSDC 59

FOCUS:	My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.

Some context for today’s first reading would be helpful in understanding the depth of its meaning. In the verses preceding what we heard, Hannah had been praying for a child in the temple for many years. She prayed so fervently the high priest Eli thought she was drunk and threw her out, but Hannah just kept coming back and offering the same prayer. 

God answered her prayer, and Samuel was born. Today we find her bringing Samuel – her most prized possession – to the temple with the intent of leaving him there in the care of Eli, the same priest who once dismissed her.

Hannah didn’t leave Samuel in the temple because she didn’t love or want him. She did this because she loved God above everything else. The mother unable to have a child by any other means realized that God granted her request out of mercy for her. To thank God for this blessing that could only come from him, Hannah gave back to God what God first gave to her, the life of her son.

In today’s Gospel, Mary sings God’s praises for the great gift growing in her womb. She recounts God’s grace given to her and to her ancestors throughout the ages, while acknowledging that the greatest blessings are yet to come and they will be given through her Son.  

Hannah shared with God the great gift he first gave to her.  Mary shared the gift of God in the flesh with all the world. Both women loved God above all other things, and from that love flowed all other love. They are a model for us, who should return to God all that we receive from him – the best of what we have, of who we are, and of what we love.  

We are about to celebrate God doing this for us, in the gift of his Son. May we grow in love for God and generosity of heart this season in order to return to him the first and best fruits of what he has given to us. 

* * *




[bookmark: D23]Saturday, December 23, 2023	SATURDAY
(Lec. 199)	OF ADVENT
1)	Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24	- THIRD WEEK
2)	Luke 1:57-66	(Opt. Mem.
			Saint John of Kanty,
			Priest)

FOCUS:	We are called to be messengers of Christ.

The prophet Malachi foretold that a messenger would come to prepare the way of the Lord. This messenger would be like the refiner’s fire, purifying the sons of Levi (the tribe that served as priests for the Jewish people), so they might be pure enough to offer sacrifices to the Lord. 

Tradition holds that the birth of John the Baptist is the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy. John was the forerunner of Jesus, the Messiah. John baptized many, cleansing them of sin in preparation for Jesus’ arrival. 

Elizabeth and Zechariah were the first to know about John’s special role in salvation history. Elizabeth welcomed her firstborn child and, with conviction, declared that he should be named John instead of being named after his father. This declaration demonstrates the strength and depth of Elizabeth’s faith. She seems to understand her son’s role as a messenger, and is willing to go against tradition to name her son John. Zechariah also shows his faith by affirming this name choice and following God’s will for the child.

Although these unusual circumstances around John’s birth gave rise to speculation and trepidation among the people of Judea, John helped the people of his time prepare for Jesus’ arrival. We can apply these Scriptures to our own lives by considering the question: Who are God’s messengers in the world today? We have many influences in our daily lives, and we know that some are more worthy of our attention than others. As Christians, we are called to pay special attention in order to notice the work of God in our daily lives. We may not encounter a prophet such as Malachi or John the Baptist, but we do encounter each other on a regular basis. We can be messengers for Christ to one another. 

As we prepare our homes and hearts for Christ’s birth, we pray that God will teach us how to recognize the messengers within our midst, and give us the strength to share the message of Christ through the witness of our lives. 

* * *




[bookmark: D24]SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023	FOURTH SUNDAY
(Lec. 11)		OF ADVENT
1)	2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
2)	Romans 16:25-27
3)	Luke 1:26-38
Gospel related: CCC 64, 148, 269, 273, 276, 332, 430, 437, 484, 486, 488, 490, 491, 494, 497, 505, 510, 559, 697, 706, 709, 723, 2571, 2617, 2677, 2812, 2827, 2856 CSDC 59

FOCUS:	Like Mary, let us surrender our lives to God.

Just before we enter into the wonderful season of Christmas, we are reminded of how this all began. We hear from Samuel and Saint Paul how the birth of the Messiah was promised. A whole nation of people awaited a Redeemer from God. The prophets declared that they were not forgotten, but their difficult lives made it challenging to believe. 

Finally, after so much waiting, an angel arrives and announces to Mary that it is time. Mary, in love and faith, surrenders to God’s plan of salvation, and with her assent God’s Son entered human history. The Savior would be born and he would be the connection between heaven and earth.

As Mary hears the promise from the angel Gabriel, she responds in two ways.  She first wants to make sure that the angel has the correct person. Like all of the great saints in Scripture, she sees herself as unworthy and incapable of accomplishing such a task: How can this be? The angel simply assures her that she is indeed chosen by God and that “with God all things are possible.” Her humility makes her question the task she has been given. Surely there is someone more worthy than me to do this great work?

Mary’s second response is that of surrender. Once she understands that the Lord is indeed able to do his works through her, she lovingly surrenders to his plan. This is the great example the Blessed Mother has been for the Church. As God calls us to serve him and accomplish his will, we are often beset by doubts and worries. What if I fail? Isn’t there some greater person for this than me? I am certainly no saint! We resist the idea that our heavenly Father wants to use us, even though we are so imperfect. 

Mary surrendered to the plan of God even though she had no idea what exactly that would look like. She loved God and wanted to be his handmaid. Her trust and surrender should be an example and inspiration to us all. Mary is a model of what it means to serve Jesus. We would do quite well to follow her example. 

* * *



Three Homilies are given for the Solemnity of The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas): Vigil, Night and Day – Holyday of Obligation
[bookmark: D25VIGIL]
CHRISTMAS 2023 – VIGIL	THE NATIVITY
(Lec. 13)		OF THE LORD
1)	Isaiah 62:1-5	- SOLEMNITY
2)	Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
3)	Matthew 1:1-25or Matthew 1:18-25
Gospel related: CCC 333, 430, 437, 452, 486, 497, 744, 1507, 1846, 2666, 2812 CSDC 378

FOCUS:	God has visited his people. 

Tonight, as we celebrate the coming of our Lord, we hear Scripture readings that highlight the importance of names. In Isaiah, we hear that we shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the Lord. In the Acts of the Apostles, Paul preaches that Jesus is the Savior descended from King David, who has been sent to fulfill God’s promise to the people of Israel. In the long form of tonight’s Gospel reading, we hear a list of names of Jesus’ ancestors beginning with Abraham, as well as the story of how Jesus received his own name.

To know the name of Jesus not only tells us what he is called; it also reveals his calling. The angel tells Joseph to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. In Hebrew, the name Jesus means “God saves.” The catechism tells us that Jesus’ name “expresses both his identity and his mission” (CCC 430). He is the Son of God sent into the world to save us. 

Matthew sees Jesus’ birth as the fulfillment of God’s promises to Isaiah. In Matthew’s account, he calls Jesus by another name – Emmanuel – which means “God is with us.” This name is alluded to again at the end of Matthew’s Gospel, when Jesus tells his disciples, I am with you always,until the end of the age(28:20). 

So already at his birth, we see not only who Jesus is, but also what he has come to do. The beginning points to the end. Jesus is the Son of God come down from heaven to be with us and remain with us. His birth is the commencement of the age of fulfillment. 

The new names Isaiah says the Lord will speak over Israel at their deliverance are My Delight and their land Espoused. This naming will bestow on them a new state of life. At our baptism we, too, are initiated into a new state of life. We become members of the Church, which is the Bride of Christ. The Lord delights in us as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride.

The Son of God being born of the Virgin Mary and adopted into the family of David by Joseph marks the culmination of Israel’s history and the fulfillment of prophecy. God has visited his people. But his birth is only the beginning. His mission to save his people from their sins will lead to his death on the cross. It is a mission the Church is called to continue by offering his once-and-for-all sacrifice until his return in glory. The Eucharist is the primary way in which God remains present with us. The Mass is our wedding feast, in which we renew our love with Christ our groom. The age of fulfillment begun at Christ’s birth continues until his return in glory. 

[bookmark: D25NIGHT]CHRISTMAS 2023 – NIGHT	THE NATIVITY
(Lec. 14)		OF THE LORD
1)	Isaiah 9:1-6	- SOLEMNITY
2)	Titus 2:11-14
3)	Luke 2:1-14
Gospel related: CCC 333, 437, 448, 486, 515, 525, 559, 695, 725

FOCUS:	Alleluia, today a Savior is born. 

We gather tonight with great joy to celebrate the night that changed all nights and all days, the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our readings enthusiastically paint for us the picture of salvation history, leaving no doubt of the cosmic significance of this event. His birth was not just an historical event in human history, but is one that is immeasurably extended in time and space; it is vast enough to be from the beginning (Cf Jn 1:1), and will outlast all time.

First, the prophet Isaiah speaks. In the gloom of powerful Assyria threatening Israel and Judah, Isaiah foretells of the time when God will intervene to restore kingship in the line of David. The powerful symbols of darkness and light show that the restoration will be of significance for the entire universe. So do the names of this coming king: Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 

This coming reign will not only be a restoration of the past but a creation of something new, a reign that is forever peaceful and which will cause, as the psalmist sings, the very heavens, earth, and sea to rejoice. 

Luke adds to the joy promised by Isaiah by relating how this descendent of King David assumed his kingship – by descending from the heavens and ascending his throne, as a baby. The Gospel offers some salient literary clues to understand the infinite importance of this event.

[bookmark: _Hlk139892617]First, the emperor of much of the known world gives a proclamation to the whole world. The movement of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem – the city of David – is the tip-off for us that this baby is a descendant of King David. Considered the greatest king of Israel, it was from his lineage that a savior would be born. 

Luke also notes that Christ was not born among humans, but in the vicinity of creatures of other species presumably looking on, providing warmth, and even sacrificing their food trough – the manger in which he was laid – to be a crib. God has come to meet and be with all of creation!

Luke then describes how shepherds – the non-elite – are told first, and we remember shepherding was the occupation of David when God called him as king. And how those shepherds are told! A retinue of heavenly hosts announces the birth to them, filling the skies with good news of great joy. 

There was great joy then, and now, for that baby grew up to baptize us into his very body, both in death and in resurrection. He entered our humanity to dwell with us, reconcile all things to himself, and ultimately to elevate us to his side in heaven. We are redeemed and, because we are one with Christ, we are meant to share that Good News with the world. Our responsibility is as great as our joy.

It is easy to forget, as we live the daily stories of our lives, that we have been called to act in an infinite, grandiose, catholic [as in universal] story of salvation. It is one that has begun but is not yet finished. Thus we await, as Paul writes to Titus, the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ. Both now, and at the end of time.

* * *




[bookmark: D25DAY]CHRISTMAS 2023 – DAY	THE NATIVITY
(Lec. 16)		OF THE LORD
1)	Isaiah 52:7-10	 - SOLEMNITY
2)	Hebrews 1:1-6
3)	John 1:1-18 or John 1:1-5, 9-14
Gospel related: CCC 151, 241, 268, 291, 423, 445, 454, 461, 473, 496, 504, 505, 526, 530, 594, 612, 705, 706, 717, 719, 1216, 1692, 1996, 2466, 2780, 2787 CSDC 121, 262

FOCUS:	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

In our first reading today, the prophet Isaiah uses a striking image to mark the moment when the Messiah comes: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings. There is such a contrast between grand mountains and humble feet. But it points to the nature of the joy of today, Christmas. Christ is born, and a tiny baby has come to bring salvation to God’s people. He did not come to us in worldly glory, but rather he came into this world the same way we all do. But it is this baby that announces the beginning of a new birth for all of us.

How beautiful, indeed, are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, and all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God. John, whose Gospel is the most theologically rich and complex, embodies this prophecy. To hear the prologue from John’s Gospel, as we just did, is to be swept up into a majestic epic. Full of poetic splendor, it reveals the whole theological horizon of Jesus Christ, the God-man. Beginning with the very onset of creation, it describes what existed long before any of us were here and sets a stage that feels vast and immense – so much greater than us.

And yet, deep within its high Christology – the focus on Jesus as divine and pre-existent – its central image is something we can all closely relate to in our lives: light and darkness. No matter who we are or what we do, we all deeply know light and darkness. We have known the darkness of pain, grief, and suffering. Darkness is unsettling, unnerving, scary, and troubling. But we have also known the light of joy, glory, and new life. Light is calm, peaceful, comforting, and hopeful. Each of us has had intimate experiences of darkness as well as light.

The images of light and darkness are at the core of our faith. God’s light has been revealed to us, and Jesus is born! We have experienced this light in so many ways in our lives, and it has undoubtedly shaped our faith. It has revealed to us who God is. Our readings today reflect on our ancestors and the times past. We can point to the light our ancestors have shared with us in our family stories, in the legacy they have left for us. Their example shines forth in us today. We can also look at the countless examples of light in the world today: the people who are there for us when we experience darkness; the people who work to bring hope to our world through acts of service and working for justice. Yes, Jesus’ light is very much alive in the world today. 

As we continue our Mass with the celebration of the Eucharist, we give thanks for the body of Christ. We celebrate that the Word was made flesh. We celebrate that the light shines in the darkness. We celebrate that the darkness has not overcome us. Jesus is born! 
* * *
[bookmark: D26]Tuesday, December 26, 2023	SAINT STEPHEN,
(Lec. 696)	THE FIRST MARTYR
1)	Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59	- FEAST
2)	Matthew 10:17-22
Gospel related: CCC 161, 728, 1821

FOCUS:	The witness of the martyrs reminds us that the Christian life is one of sacrificial love. 

Christ has come, and his resurrection has won for us our resurrection. Sin and death have been defeated and the grave has no power over us. We are a people who have seen a great light and ought not to fear. As Christians, we have confidence and hope that in Christ our joy will be complete.

And yet, the witness of the martyrsis a witness we are also called to. Those who follow Christ should expect to fare no better than their master. Jesus promises in today’s Gospel that you will be hated by all because of my name. Like Stephen, and so many countless others after him throughout the history of our faith, all Christians are ultimately called to lay down their lives for the sake of the Gospel. 

This clearly does not always mean mortal death at the hands of others, but it does involve death to self. It does mean following in the way of Jesus who made a constant gift of himself. We, too, must give of ourselves without reserve and with boundless confidence. This giving may be costly. In a world marked by sin, injustice, and poverty, a Christian must remain steadfastly committed to a life of love. 

At the end of his life, Stephen is shown a vision of the glory that awaited him. He is able to give over his life in joy, knowing that he was soon to be given the eternal reward of union with the one he loved. Jesus had told his disciples that whoever endures to the end will be saved. Let us give thanks for the witness of Saint Stephen and all the martyrs, and pray that we also are given the courage to make a gift of our lives and so be brought to the same heavenly kingdom. 

* * *




[bookmark: D27]Wednesday, December 27, 2023	SAINT JOHN,
(Lec. 697)	APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
1)	1 John 1:1-4	- FEAST
2)	John 20:1a, 2-8
Gospel related: CCC 515, 640, 2174

FOCUS:	The Church is the communion of those who have heard and seen and believed.

Today’s readings bring to light the incarnate, tactile nature and importance of our faith. It’s not just a series of tenets to which we intellectually agree. It is an encounter with the divine persons of the Trinity, one of whom entered our humanity so as to reconcile us to himself.  

Saint John proclaimed this touched, seen, felt faith to those around him. What we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched with our hands
concerns the Word of life. Those in John’s time shared it with friends, family, and others in their lives. And on and on, person to person, stretching down to those people sitting and standing around us right here and now. Now we reach out to those to whom we are called to witness to in our lives.

This has been true from the beginning. Invited by Mary Magdalene, Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved ran to the empty tomb. At the door to the tomb, they encountered the mystery of the Resurrection. Following Peter in, the other disciple saw and believed. 

Note where this “seen and touched” belief occurs: a tomb. A place of death, even potential despair. Jesus taught his followers on plains and hills. John witnessed the Transfiguration of Christ high on a mountain. But the light of eternal life was also revealed to the beloved disciple – though he is not named the Church holds this to be John – in the darkness of an empty tomb. 

We may have felt Christ’s presence in moments of joy, at the high points of life. But today’s Gospel also points out that, in our darkness, in our sorrow, in the tombs of our life, here, too, we are invited to see and believe. 

This is the mystery of the Church, the communion of those who have heard and seen and believed. This is our inheritance; this is the testimony we proclaim today.

* * *




[bookmark: D28]Thursday, December 28, 2023	THE HOLY
(Lec. 698)	INNOCENTS,
1)	1 John 1:5—2:2	- FEAST
2)	Matthew 2:13-18
Gospel related: CCC 333, 530

FOCUS:	The forces of darkness will not prevail.

Where is the good news in the massacre recounted in today’s Gospel?

As the story begins, we hear about Joseph and how he took Mary and the child to Egypt because of the warning of the angel in his dream. Joseph heeds the angel’s words and is guided by God. 

By contrast, we have Herod. He was perfectly happy to deceive the Magi by telling them that he, too, wanted to pay the child homage, but then flew into a rage at their deceiving him. Refusing to accept defeat, he orders the massacre of many in an attempt to kill the one. 

Deception, rage, death, and destruction. This is the darkness in the heart of Herod. This is the darkness that lies in the hearts of humans, the darkness of sin that the Apostle John talks about in the first reading. If we wonder what is the good news in today’s story, one truth we can point to is that knowing the darkness of death and destruction that lies in the hearts of human beings, God still loves us, and loves us so much that he sent his only Son into the world for the salvation of all human beings. 

Furthermore, despite Herod’s attempt to destroy the child and thereby end the unfolding revelation of God’s love in Christ Jesus, God was not thwarted. God achieved his plan of salvation. God triumphed. The child grew into the man who healed the sick, forgave sinners, embodied and taught God’s love, and ultimately suffered, died and rose from the dead and now ministers to us in the sacraments, particularly in the Eucharist. 

Today’s Gospel can fill our hearts with sorrow, but it should also fill us with hope. In a world where the forces of darkness might seem to be prevailing, we know the Lord has conquered sin and death for us, and our eternal home awaits. 

* * *




[bookmark: D29]Friday, December 29, 2023	THE FIFTH DAY
(Lec. 202)	WITHIN THE OCTAVE
1)	1 John 2:3-11	OF THE NATIVITY
2)	Luke 2:22-35	OF THE LORD
			(Opt. Mem.
			Saint Thomas Becket,
			Bishop and Martyr)
Gospel related: CCC 149, 529, 575, 583, 587, 618, 695, 711, 713

FOCUS:	The rewards of the resurrection far surpass the costs of discipleship.

Joseph and Mary did not know that there were worshipers in the temple who had anxiously been awaiting their arrival for years. Simeon and Anna waited there and prayed there, always on the lookout for the Son of God. They did not know when he would come or what he would look like. They certainly didn’t expect a baby. Taking just one look at the Christ in the arms of his mother, however, Simeon knew. God was in the flesh.

Mary trusts this kindly stranger and allows him to take her child into his arms. Simeon tells Mary she will know great sadness because of the foul treatment her son will receive from those he came to save – sinners like us. Doing the will of God the Father would be costly to God’s Mother and God’s Son, but the rewards of the resurrection would far surpass that cost.  

Staying true to God has always been costly – but that doesn’t mean it’s bad. Anything worth having requires effort. Every disciple will suffer to some degree, and have a price demanded of them. As if this weren’t true about every aspect of our life! 

The difference is, we don’t have to be afraid that we will regret our choice. That’s because faith in Jesus tells us that there is no greater gift, or love, than what is found in him. Faith in Jesus freed Simeon from the fear of death as he prayed, Lord, now let your servant go in peace. He saw heaven in the face of the baby Jesus. Being freed from the fear of death also made him no longer afraid of life.  

Likewise, we can be strengthened by our faith, and the faith of those who are examples for us, so that we are able to live in the light and leave the darkness behind. Knowing the risks, we can freely choose to accept the costs of our decisions as disciples. In living and dying for the faith, the love of God is truly perfected in [us], and we will live with him forever.

* * *




[bookmark: D30]Saturday, December 30, 2023	THE SIXTH DAY
(Lec. 203)	WITHIN THE OCTAVE
1)	1 John 2:12-17	OF THE NATIVITY
2)	Luke 2:36-40	OF THE LORD
Gospel related: CCC 711

FOCUS:	We are challenged to strip away worldly distractions so we can know Jesus better.

“Things of this world are passing away, but the will of God remains forever.” By his statement, John wanted Christ’s followers to turn away from things of this world. 

Even 2,000 years ago people understood the finitude of time and how rapidly society can change. Early Christians expected Jesus’ second coming to be imminent, right around the corner. Because of this belief, they lived radical lives of simplicity focused solely on fulfilling the word of God. 

The prophetess Anna is an example of what this “un-worldly” life could look like. After being widowed, she entered into the temple in Jerusalem and never left. She stayed there, praising God through prayer and fasting. Her devotion to God gave her deep wisdom and understanding. It was this deep wisdom and careful attention to the spiritual life that allowed Anna to recognize the infant Jesus for who he was. 

Clearly, the prophetess Anna chose a radical lifestyle. But as Christians, we are called to follow the will of God in our own lives. We are called to be mindful of the way we live – our words, actions, and decisions reflect our beliefs and values. Today’s readings invite us to reflect on our lives – the way we think, speak, and act. How do our lifestyles and choices reflect our deepest values? We can consider whether or not our actions match our values. 

We may not live such radical lives as the early Christians or the prophetess Anna, but we can minimize worldly distractions in order to spend more time in prayer growing closer to God. We are aware of the areas of life in which we struggle. During this Christmas season, let us spend time thinking about the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, which includes contemplating how Jesus is made present in our own lives. Let us challenge ourselves to strip away worldly distractions so we can know Jesus better. 

* * *



[bookmark: D31]SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023	THE HOLY
(Lec. 17)		FAMILY OF
1)	Genesis 15:1-6;	JESUS, MARY
		21:1-3	AND JOSEPH
2)	Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19	- FEAST
3)	Luke 2:22-40or Luke 2:22, 39-40
Gospel related: CCC 149, 529, 575, 583, 587, 618, 695, 711, 713

FOCUS:	God has been faithful throughout salvation history, and will continue to be faithful to us.

In today’s first reading we hear the story of a man named Abram, soon to be called Abraham, and his wife Sarai/Sarah as they became parents in their old age. 

What an outrageous command God gave Abram, to look at the sky and count the stars. Yet God’s provision to Abram was just as outrageous, providing a child to him and Sarah beyond her child-bearing years. Despite the outlandishness of this plan, God saw it through. The Scriptures tell us that God did for [Sarah] as he had promised. Abram had faith in God, and is considered our father in faith.

Abraham obeyed by faith when, later in the story, as recounted in the Letter to the Hebrews, he is asked to sacrifice Isaac, his only son. This request would have been incomprehensible to Abraham, not only because of its brutality but more so because it contradicted God’s initial promise, to provide descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky.

Without Isaac, Abraham would not have even one descendant. Yet, as today’s second reading tells us, Abraham had faith that the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. Because God is faithful, God does not rescind his promises; Isaac’s life was spared, and the story continues.

The story’s apex, of course, comes in the form of another child: Jesus. As with Abraham and Sarah, the circumstances of his birth were unusual. Once again the Lord made a promise and fulfilled it. Once again, those to whom he made promises acted with great faith. By faith they came to know the Lord, and by faith they obeyed him. 

It is the faith of Mary and Joseph, and not just the law, that brings them to the temple in Jerusalem today. They have a love for God that surpasses their love for all else. It is their duty to present their child in the temple, but it is also an act of love and of faith. This presentation fulfills the precepts of the law, and it provides an epiphany and revelation for two faithful prophets: Simeon and Anna. Long-suffering for their awaiting of the Messiah, they are rewarded for their faith in their old age with a glimpse of their salvation.

The story now continues with us, amid our own families, lives, and circumstances. We, too, have the daily choice to trust in God’s faithfulness – to live by faith. God has promised us a future. Let us give thanks.

* * *



